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From  ashes  to  glory,  Tupelo’s  Calvary  rebuilds 

By  Charies  Willis 

TUPELO  (BP)  —  “People  and  stains.  said,  but  since  it  came  to  be  a  wor- 

wept,”  John  Annistead  recalls.  But  there  was  never  a  question  slm  center  following  the  fire,  he 
“The  newspapers  and  television  that  the  congregation  would  called  its  existence ‘providential.” 
stations  ran  stories  telling  of  the  remain  downtown.  Throughout  the  mndraising  — 

people’s  memories.  And  ttere  was  “We  wanted  to.  continue  our  which  took  two  weeks  to  exceed  a 
a  ^at  level  of  community  trauma,  physical  witness  to  downtown,”  $2.5  million  goal  without  an  out- 
with  an  outpouring  of  support  and  Armistead  recalled.  side  fund-raiser  —  and  the  subse- 

sympathy  in  our  town.”  One  of  the  first  steps  the  church  quent  influx  of  actual  cash  gifts. 

The  loss  was  not  of  a  person,  took  after  it  had  regrouped  its  com-  the  missions  budget  has  been 
but  of  a  place  where  countless  peo-  mittee  processes  was  to  contaa  the  maintained,  and  special  offering 
pie  had  invested  their  lives,  accept-  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s  goals,  such  as  the  Lottie  Moon 
ed  Christ,  been  baptized,  mamed  church  architecture  service.  Christmas  Offering  for  foreign 

their  sweethearts,  and  said  farewell  “They  gave  us  guidance  to  missions,  have  not  had  goals 
to  their  dead.  understa^  what  to  look  for  in  an  reduced. 

When  the  sarKtuary  of  Calvary  architecture  firm  and  planning  rec-  As  a  part  of  their  stewardship 
Church  of  Tupelo  burned  to  the  ommendations,”  Armistead  re-  pattern,  Armistead  said  the  congre- 
ground  in  the  early  hours  of  Dec.  counted.  “We  did  surveys  to  see  gation  chose  to  build  an  SOO-seat 
21,  1992,  the  members  could  have  what  our  members  wanted,  and  the  sanctuary  and  maintain  two  wor- 
been  defeated,  too.  But  Armistead,  church  architecture  staff  did  initial  ship  services  because  the  cost  of  a 
pastor  of  the  church  for  15  years,  sketches  and  cost  projections.  larger  sanctuary  was  substantially 

said  shock  and  grieving  was  fol-  “What  has  evolved  as  the  new  greater.  While  replacement  insur- 
lowed  by  determination  and  a  sanctuary  incorporates  much  of  the  ance  provided  about  $2  million, 
series  of  constructive  actions.  thinking  and  concept  drawing  the  added  educational  space  and 

Today,  a  new  sanctuary  and  ideas  they  set  out  for  us  from  the  different  worship  space  in  the  trew 
education  building  are  emerging  beginning,”  Armistead  said.  “They  facility  would  require  additional 
where  a  disaster  of  undetermined  helped  give  us  a  range  and  tot^  funds. 

origin  caused  treasured  windows  to  cost  so  we  could  be  prepared  to  From  the  previous  “long,  rec- 
burst,  bricks  to  crumble,  and  sup-  talk  to  architects  instep  of  listen-  tangular”  seating  plan  of  the  old 
port  beams  to  crash  almost  two  ing  to  architects  tell  us  what  we  building,  members  have  chosen  “a 
years  ago,  leaving  a  shell  of  smol-  tiered.  They  beared  us  know  what  return  to  something  old.”  Some 
dering  ruins.  The  members  now  an  architectural  firm  could  and  people  believe  the  curved  seating, 
look  toward  completion  of  their  should  provide  us,  and  they  gave  only  11  pews  deep,  with  balconied 
new  building  in  the  summer  of  us  guidwce  in  ratios  and  rules  of  seating  surrounding  the  main  floor, 

1995,  because  of  some  deliberate  thumb  regarding  educational  to  be  a  contemporary  idea.  Armis- 
steps  that  took  place  after  the  fire.  space.”  tead  observes  that  very  old  church 

Makeshift  arrangements  were  Calvary  Church  has  always  buildings  on  the  East  Coast  of  the 
the  Older  of  the  days  to  come.  Only  moved  cautiously  in  adding  fa^-  U.S.  have  similar  radial  seating 
one  building,  the  lO-year-cdd  fami-  ties,  Armistead  said,  never  wanting  plans. 

ly  life  center,  had  been  spared  “to  minimize  our  giving  for  the  While  Armistead  agrees  no  one 
damage,  siiice  it  had  a  separate  sake  of  buildings.”  wants  to  erqreiience  such  a  loss,  be 

ventilation  system.  Use  of  almost  The  church  consistently  gives  can  look  back  on  the  experience 

all  educational  space  was  lost  to  21%  of  its  budget  to  die  dj^ra-  and  see  where  “the  Lord  was  real  John  Armistead,  pastor,  surveys  construction  work  on  the  new  wor- 
smoke  damage,  as  were  church  five  Program,  plus  an  additional  gracious  to  us.”  Ship  center  for  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  on  the  site  where  the  congrega- 

offices.  Buildings  had  to  be  gutted  10%  to  other  causes.  The  family  “We’ve  healed  past  the  pain  of  tion’s  historic  sanctuary  burned  to  the  ground  in  1992.  Armistead  credits 
to  replace  dry  wall,  flooring,  car-  life  center  was  built  with  consider-  the  loss  of  the  sanctuary,  and  a  series  of  deliberate  steps  by  the  church  and  assistance  from  the  South- 
pets  and  other  treatments  that  able  thought  for  the  impact  it  we’ve  had  so  many  young  families  ern  Baptist  Convention’s  church  architecture  services  with  helping  the 
could  not  be  rid  of  smoke  odors  might  have  on  missions  giving,  be  join  that  didn’t  know  that  building,  congregation  recover  from  a  disaster.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


be  adequately  insured.”  Calvary 
Church  had  replacement  insurance. 
'  lowing  them  to  rebuild  at  mini¬ 
mum  additional  cost  the  facility 
they  had  had  with  identical  quality. 

—  “Bathe  the  project  in  prayer. 
Our  initial  meeting  was  for  prayer. 

—  “Get  in  touch  with  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board’s  church  archi¬ 
tecture  program. 

—  “Make  changes  in  the  plart- 
ning  stages  while  they  can  be  made 
on  paper  with  no  big  costs 
involv^.  Be  willing  to  back  up 
then,  before  you  cannot  build  it 
financially.” 

Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 


They  are  looking  forward  to  the 
new  wmship  center. 

“We  are  building  it  to  glorify 
dhrist  in  its  beauty.  We  want  it  to 
show  diat  the  people  who  worship 
here  really  love  the  Lord  Jesus, 
just  as  we  don’t  spare  cost  on  any¬ 
one  else  we  love.  It  has  stretched 
our  people.  It  took  some  adjust¬ 
ment  for  some  who  at  first  wanted 
it  built  back  just  like  it  was,  but  we 
needed  to  build  for  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry.” 

For  congregations  considering 
building  for  any  reason,  Armistead 
offers  some  advice: 

—  “Before  a  fire  can  happen. 


eta 


The  Sunday  School  Board’s  Gloiieta  Conference 

Center  in  New  Mexico  is  one  of  the  first  facilities  of  its  kind 
to  receive  accreditation  fixMn  the  American  Camping  Associa¬ 
tion  (ACA),  the  sole  independent  accrediting  m-ganization  for 
conference  centers.  Glorieta  director  Larry  Haslam  said  the 
center  voluntarily  sought  the  accreditation  because  ‘\ve  owe  it 
to  our  guest  groups  to  have  the  best  operation  that  we  possi¬ 
bly  can.  Accreditation  demonstrates  our  commitment  to  quali¬ 
ty.”  A  team  of  ACA  evaluators  utilize  established  evaluation 
standards  to  judge  a  facility  while  it  is  in  use  by  a  guest  gmp 
conducting  normal  activities.  “Glorieta  demonstrates  that  they 
comply  with  high  quaUty  standards  designed  qrecifically  for 
conference  centers,”  reported  Margery  Scanlin,  ACA  director 
of  accreditation  programs.  Glorieta  was  established  in  1952 
and  presently  serves  more  than  50,000  guests  each  year.  The 
Glorieta  facility  and  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center  are 
the  BSSB's  two  nationally  operated  centers. 


The  Southern  Baptist  computer  data  network  has  record¬ 
ed  a  second  substantial  jump  in  enrollment  in  less  than  a 
year  with  the  addition  of  500  new  users  in  the  last  three 
months.  David  Haywood,  SBCNet  coordinator,  said  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  network  have  increased  at  8%  per  month 
since  last  fall,  primarily  because  of  a  corresponding 
increase  in  services  over  the  past  year.  Usage  spiked  in 
June  of  this  year,  as  people  tapped  in  to  follow  the  latest 
Baptist  Press  articles  and  special  reports  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  Orlando.  SBCNet 
costs  S7.9S  per  month,  plus  CompuServe  charges.  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville  distributes  a  $20 
membership  kit  that  allows  modem -equipped  computers  to 
access  the  network.  To  order  the  kit.  call  toll-free  (800) 
458-2772.  CompuServe  subscribers  can  simply  type  “GO 
SBCNet.”  For  more  information  on  SBCNet,  call  toll-free 
(800)  .325-7749,  ext.  2895. 


10  years  ago 


Dedication  ceremonies  are  held  at  the  new  Baptist  Book 
Store  location  in  Jackson's  Westland  Plaza,  with  officials  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  describing  the 
new  facility  as  the  “first  Baptist  superstore.” 


20  years  ago 


Native  Mississippian  Earl  Guinn  amiounces  he  will  step 
down  as  president  of  Baptist-affiliated  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville,  La.,  to  become  professor  of  (Thristian  preaching  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


50  years  ago 


Mississippi  Baptists  join  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  drive  for  used  clothing  donations  to  help  the 
impoverished  people  of  war-lorn  Europe  survive  the 
approaching  winter. 


Editor’s  Notebook. 


:Guy  Henderson 


Muslim  awareness 


You  could  live  a  long  time  in 
the  BiUe  Belt  and  never  speak  to  a 
Muslim,  yet  there  is  an  increasing 
awareness  of  the  Islam  religion 
and  its  hold  on  millions  of  people. 

The  Islamic  world  spreads 
across  North  Africa,  the  Near 
East,  and  on  to  India  and  Bangla¬ 
desh.  In  addition,  thousands  of 
Muslims  have  moved  to  Western 
nations  and  even  more  are  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  West. 

One  in  five  persons  in  the 
world  today  is  Muslim.  By  the 
year  2025,  demographers  estimate 
a  Muslim  population  of  2  billion, 
or  one  of  every  four  persons  on 
earth.  There  are  hundr^  of  Mus¬ 
lim  students  in  America  now. 

Last  June  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Mission  boards  sponscHed  a 
Muslim  Awareness  Co^ience  at 
Ridgecrest.  The  “glaring  wealmess 
among  Southern  Bwtists  is  a  lack 
of  understanding  of  Muslim  peo¬ 
ple  and  for  Islam...  its  genius  and 
uniqueness,”  was  part  of  the 
report. 

Several  Muslim  converts  gave 
their  testimonies.  Khalil  Hanna 
said,  “Get  serious  to  reach  Mus¬ 
lims.  It  is  not  easy  nor  impossi¬ 
ble.” 

Saleim  Kahlah  said,  “1  needed 


a  Savior...  1  bad  a  hunger  for  truth; 
Muslims  need  friends  who  will 
have  a  caring  heart  and  accept 
them.” 

The  Jerusalem  News  Service 
observes  that  the  “religion  of 
Islam  is  also  a  culture,  history,  lit¬ 
erature,  way  of  life,  source  of 
pride,  law,  and  social  system. 
Islam  does  not  differentiate 
between  ‘sacred’  and  ‘secular,’ 
between  politics  and  religion, 
between  church  and  state.”  Islam 
is  a  legal  system  rather  than  a  reli¬ 
gion  based  on  articles  of  faith. 

Hamdard  Islamicus  is  a  (|uar- 
terly  journal  published  in  Pak^an 
in  English  and  distributed  in 
America.  The  West  is  said  to  have 
an  image  of  Islam  as  a  militant 
expansionist,  and  rabidly  anti- 
westem.  These  are  called  extreme 
views.  The  statements’  author, 
John  L.  Esposito,  maintains  “die 
fear  of  Islamic  resurgence  may 
well  mplace  that  of  w(^d  commu¬ 
nism.”  He  thinks  this  should  not 
be  and  we  should  leam  to  co-exist. 

Anis  Sborrosh,  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College,  has  written 
Islam  Revealed,  a  Christian 
Arab’s  View  of  Islam.  This  book 
will  help  in  understanding  much 
of  die  problem  between  tte  Arab 


world  and  the  non-Arab  world 
plus  the  fanatical,  the  moderate, 
and  conservative  sects  of  Islam. 

A  former  Presbyterian  mission¬ 
ary  to  Iran  for  43  years,  William 
M.  Miller,  wrote  Ten  Muslims 
Meet  Christ,  which  pictures  how 
the  gospel  can  prevail  and  how  the 
Holy  Spirit  operates  even  under 
the  most  difficult  circumstances. 

It  is  good  for  our  mission 
boards  to  take  the  lead  in  making 
us  aware  of  the  Islamic  world. 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  has  a  center  for 
Islamic  Study;  the  Interfaith  Wit¬ 
ness  Department  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  helps  with  tracts  on 
“How  to  Witness  to  Muslims.” 

One  admonition  is  fix*  all  of  us. 
George  Braswell  said,  “The 
diurdi  must  begin  to  be  educated 
about  the  nature  and  fimction  of 
wmldwide  Islam.” 

Already  there  are  mosques  in 
Mississippi,  with  inroads  being 
strongly  made  into  the  black  com¬ 
munity.  Muslim  preachers  can  be 
beard  on  radio  and  television  in 
our  state.  Now  is  no  time  to  be 
unaware  of  these  events,  arxl  there 
is  litde  time  to  make  our  people 
aware  of  the  opportunities  before 
us. 


Guest  opinion... 

“Here’s  Hope 


Share  Jesus  Now.” 


By  J.  Garland  McKee 


I  attended  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  1976  in  Norfolk, 
Va.  1  remember  how  my  heart  was 
gladdened  when  I  voted  for  the 
recommendation.  Bold  Mission 
Thrust. 

The  first  part  of  the  15-part  rec¬ 
ommendation  reads:  1.  “That  the 
convention  set  as  its  primary  mis¬ 
sions  challenge  that  every  person 
in  the  world  shall  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  the  gospel  of  Ctest 
in  the  next  25  years,  and  that  in 
the  presentation  of  this  message, 
the  BibUcal  faith  be  magnified  so 
that  all  men,  women,  and  children 
can  understand  the  claim  Jesus 
Christ  has  on  their  lives.” 

The  motion  passed.  This  was  a 
very  bold,  ambitious,  and  seem¬ 
ingly  impossible  challenge  and 
awesome  responsibility  to  meet, 
even  by  the  most  optimistic  of  us. 
To  bolster  part  1  ol  the  recommen¬ 
dation.  there  arc  14  other  parts 
which  clearly  communicate  that 
most  of  the  convention  boards  and 
agencies  will  give  deference  and 
priority  to  the  recommendation. 

How  have  we  done  in  the  first 
18  years  at  telling  every  person  in 
the  world  that  Jesus  will  save  him 
and  her? 


We  are  told  that  one  billion 
people  have  not  beard  about  Jesus. 
There  are  5.3  billion  (approx.) 

nle  in  the  world.  Conservative- 
.2  billion  (approx.)  are  lost. 
There  are  254  million  (approx.) 
people  in  the  United  States.  Con¬ 
servatively,  175  million  (sqrprox.) 
are  lost 

Time  out!  Before  we  floiuKler 
hopelessly  in  the  mire  of  condem¬ 
nation  and  guilt,  let  us  remember 
that  we  carmot  save  a  single  soul. 
Soul-saving  is  the  miraculous 
work  of  God  only.  Then  tell,  what 
are  we  Christians  to  do? 

Take  heart,  this  is  what  “Here’s 
Hope”  is  all  about. 

The  last  words  spoken  by  any¬ 
body  are  .significant.  There  have 
never  been  words  spoken,  nor 
ever  will  be,  as  significant  as 
those  .spoken  by  Jesus.  The  very 
last  recorded  words  spoken  by 
Je.sus  before  he  a.scended  to  heav¬ 
en  are  tbe-se:  “You  will  be  my  wit¬ 
nesses." 

Jesus  does  not  fault  Christians 
for  not  saving  souls;  he  knows  that 
is  impossible  for  us.  We  are  fault¬ 
ed  for  the  sin  of  not  doing  what 
Jesus  said  do:  “Be  my  witnesses.” 
You  are  obedient  to  Jesus  when 


you  take  the  initiative  to  bear  a 
verbal  witness  of  Jesus  to  a  lost 
person  in  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  leave  the  results  to  God. 

“Here’s  Hope  —  Share  Jesus 
Now”  rings  with  the  genius  of 
Jesus  in  what  we  as  Christians  are 
to  be  about.  I  believe  that  “Here’s 
Hope  —  Share  Jesus  Now”  is  the 
best  vehicle  which  has  been 
offered  to  us  to  reach  our  goal  of 
telling  eve^  lost  person  about 
Jesus  and  giving  them  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  be  saved. 

We  have  now  been  in  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  for  18  of  the 
planned  25  years.  We  have  seven 
years  left  of  the  prescribed  25. 
Seven  is  the  perfect  (complete) 
number  in  the  Bible.  If  we  give 
our  best  to  “Here’s  Hope  —  Share 
Jesus  Now”  these  next  seven 
years  could  be  the  most  fniitfiil  in 
bringing  people  to  Jesus  for  salva¬ 
tion  in  the  history  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

“Here’s  Hope  —  Share  Jesus 
Now”  translates  into  individual 
Baptist  Christians  bearing  a  verbal 
witness  for  60  consecutive  days, 
Jan.  9-March  9,  1995.  Our  prayer 
and  hope  is  that  at  least  27,000  of 
our  Mississippi  Baptists  will  com- 


cwo,  purot/iijo  Moite  any 

Source:  McPherson’s  Mtariage  Album 
by  John  McPherson 
(ZondeivanPublishingHouse,  1991). 

Available  at  local  bookstores  or  by  calling  1-800-727-3480. 


The  Fragment 


What  good  is  church? 


Recently,  Jim  )^deman,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Enid,  Okla., 
wrote  an  interesting  article  on 
“What  good  does  the  church  do 
you?” 

The  Oklahoma  Baptist  Mes¬ 
senger  published  the  article  that  is 
worth  reading  —  often: 

“A  couple  was  leaving  church 
after  Sunday  services.  ‘Did  you 
see  the  designer  suit  on  the 
woman  in  fi-ont  of  us?’  the  wife 
asked.  ‘And  the  hat  on  the  woman 
across  the  aisle?  And  the  gorgeous 
blue  dress  on  the  woman  sitting  to 
your  left?’ 

“‘Well,  no,’  the  husband  was 
quick  to  confess.  ‘I’m  afraid  I 
dozed  off.’ 

“She  gave  him  a  sharp  look.  ‘A 
lot  of  go^  church  does  you!  ’ 

“What  good  does  church  do 
you?  There  is  certainly  nothing 
magical  about  church  attendance: 
you  don't  get  special  points  in 
heaven  for  the  number  of  services 

mil  themselves  to  the  60  days  of 
witnessing. 

If  so,  there  will  be  1.620,000 
witnesses  shiued  in  Mississippi  in 
a  60-day  time  frame.  What  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  lost  in  Mississippi 
that  would  be. 

“Here’s  Hope  —  Jesus  Cares 
For  You”  is  the  second  part  of  the 
Here’s  Hope  emphasis.  Mississip- 

Ei  will  be  saturated  with  Here’s 
[ope  Simultaneous  Harvest 


you  attend.  It  doesn’t  automatical¬ 
ly  make  you  a  better  person,  or 
guarantee  smooth  sailing  and 
good  fortune  in  life.  Church  atten- 
ders  have  as  much  difficulty  as 
anyone  else. 

“What  good  does  church  do 
you?  It  gives  you  the  opportunity, 
along  with  many  others,  .to 
encounter  the  Living  God.  It  gives 
you  the  opportunity  to  study  his 
Word  along  with  other  people 
who  have  the  same  desire  as  do 
you  for  godly  living.  It  makes  you 
part  of  a  living,  growing  organism 
that  ministers  and  loves  a^  wit¬ 
nesses  to  a  world  desperately  in 
need  of  the  message  of  salvation 
which  can  only  be  found  in  Jesus 
Christ.  It  gives  you  a  support  sys¬ 
tem  of  fellow-stiugglers  like  your¬ 
self  who  can  love  and  pray  and 
minister  to  you  in  your  hour  of 
need.  Church  docs  do  you  ‘a  lot  of 
good.’  if  you  look  for  Jesus,  and 
not  who’s  wearing  whal.” 


Revivals.  Miwch  12-Jiint.'  9.  199.*'. 
The  success  of  the  harvest  revivals 
will  be  directly  related  to  the  60 
days  of  witnessing. 

“Here’s  Hope”  has  the  potential 
of  having  the  greatest  evangelistic 
impact  ever  in  Mississippi  and 
America.  Let  us  make  sure  that 
individually  and  as  churches  that 
we  are  a  part  of  “Here’s  Hope.” 

McKee  is  director,  MBCB 
Department  of  Evangelism. 
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Gambling  ministry  event 
examines  social  impact 


Christians  must  find  ways  to 
minister  in  communities  that  have 
been  radically  altered  by  legalized 
gambling,  said  speakers  at  the 
“Ministry  in  a  Gaming  Communi- 
ly”  conference  held  Oct.  3-5  at 
(Wfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian. 

Randy  Cowling,  director  of 
Atlantic  City  Ministries  in  Atlantic 
City,  N.J.,  described  how  36  mil¬ 
lion  people  flocked  to  Atlantic 
City’s  casinos  last  year,  generating 
$3.2  billion  and  more  visitors  than 
Disneyworld. 

“You  cannot  minister  in  a  gam¬ 
ing  community  without  going  into 
a  casino.  It  is  a  long-term  ministry; 
you  have  to  invest  for  a  long,  long 
time.’’  he  said. 

Cowling  also  cautioned  Chris¬ 
tians  not  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the 
seemingly  unstoppable  march  of 
gambling  into  their  communities. 

“Overcome  the  anger  that  you 
have.  It  becomes  a  seedbed  for 
resentment,”  be  said. 

Cowling,  whose  five-year-old 
ministry  will  shut  down  Dec.  31, 
due  to  budget  cuts,  said  two  of  the 
most  difficult  issues  faced  by 
Christians  ministering  in  a  gamb¬ 
ling  community  are: 

—  How  do  you  measure  suc¬ 
cess? 

—  You  may  be  all  alone.* 

“Don’t  be  afraid  to  fail;  don’t 
be  deterred  by  your  critics,”  Cowl¬ 
ing  said. 

Gulfport  police  chief  George 
Payne  utilized  local  crime  statistics 
to  point  out  problems  communities 
must  confront  when  gambling  is 
legalized. 

Calls  for  police  service  in  Gulf- 

fort  increased  53%  in  one  year, 
ayne  said,  forcing  him  to  cut  back 
successful  programs  like  DUI 
enforcement  just  to  have  enou^ 
cops  on  the  street  to  answer  all  the 

The  21 -year  law  enforcement 
veteran  cited  a  101%  increase  from 
1993-94  in  alcohol-related  acci¬ 
dents,  due  in  part  to  liberal  use  of 
alcohol  in  casinos. 

“Alcohol  is  a  tool  —  the  more 
you  drink,  the  more  you  lose. 
Every  crime  that  is  alcoh<4-related 
is  going  through  the  roof,”  be  si^ 
Alc^ol-relaied  sexuid  assaults 
in  Gulfixm  have  skyrocketed  with 
a  200%  increase  from  1993-94, 
according  to  statistics  provided  by 
Payne. 

In  a  single  recent  weekend, 
Payne  said,  three  nqies  involving 
drunken  female  casino  patrons 
were  reported. 

Gamblers  Anonymous  chirrs 
on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  have 


Randy  Cowling  (above),  director  of  Atlantic  Cify  Ministries  in  Atlantic 
City,  N.J.,  recounts  his  five^ear  ministry  in  that  oambling-dominated  city, 
while  Gulfport  police  chief  floorgi  Paynt  (below)  uses  statistics  to  relate 
law  enforcement  problems  that  follow  legalized  gambling.  Both  spoke  at 
the  "Ministry  in  a  Gaming  Community"  conference  Oct.  3-5  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian.  (Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


grown  from  zero  to  six  chi^ters 
and  “they’ve  got  all  the  buaness 
they  need,”  be  said. 

Payne  also  said  Gulfport  is 
beginning  to  experience  more 
prc^lems  with  violent  panhandlers, 
Oriental  gangs  specializing  in 
credit  card  fraud,  embezzlement 
among  trusted  employees,  and 
prostitutioa 

Payne  predicted  that  the  large 
increase  in  money-related  domes¬ 
tic  abuse  cases  foretells  dangerous 
family  trends  for  gambling  com¬ 
munities. 

“Has  the  social  impact  bit  us 
yet?  I  don’t  diink  so;  we  are  truly 
yet  to  see  it,”  he  said. 

Emotional  testimony  of  gamb¬ 
ling’s  destructive  power  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  a  successful  Gulf  Coast 
businessman  whose  craving  for 
.self-worth  led  him  on  a  21 -year 
odyssey  of  legal  and  illegal  gamb¬ 
ling. 

The  businessman,  who  wished 


to  remain  arKmymous,  said  the  lure 
of  gambling  for  many  of  tihose  suf- 
fermg  addiction  is  the  driving  need 
to  “Ire  somebody.” 

“Addicted  gamblers  think  very 
little  of  themselves,”  he  said, 
recalling  bow  he  drank  heavily 
before  gambling  to  remove  feel¬ 
ings  of  guilt 

“You  need  salve  on  your  con¬ 
science,  so  you  drink,”  be  said. 

Even  though  be  lost  gambling- 
addicted  friends  to  suicide,  was 
visited  by  the  FBI,  and  was  r^bed 
of  sever^  thousand  dollars  at  gun- 

eint  during  an  illegal  dice  game, 
didn’t  slop  gambling. 

Hnally,  confronted  by  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  small  Southern  Baptist 
church  his  family  joiired  after  the 
diurch  took  in  his  two  young  sons 
for  Vacation  Bible  School,  he 
accepted  Christ  and  put  .his  past 
behmd  him. 

“It  was  May  8,  1980,”  be  vivid¬ 
ly  recalled. 


j\M  'Mil  I.  nwii  AfcWsrJH 


Here’s  the  church... 

But  where’s  the  steeple?  Rrst  Church,  Gulfport,  appears  headless  as 
contractors  work  to  repair  damaged  superstructure  underneath  the 
steeple,  a  prominent  Gulf  Coast  landmark  that  can  usually  be  seen  for 
great  distances.  Pastor  Kiely  Young  said  the  steeple  repair  is  part  of  a 
$240,000  renovation  project  underway  at  the  church.  Portions  of  the 
steeple  presently  reside  in  the  street  that  runs  in  front  of  the  church, 
awaiting  an  “uplifting”  experience.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Mississippi  gifts  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  up 


Cooperative  Program  gifts 
channel^  by  Mississippi  Bi^tist 
churches  through  the  Mississippi 
Biqitist  Convention  Board  wfaach 
distributes  the  funds,  totaled 
$1,911,616  in  September,  accoid- 
ing  to  Bill  Causey,  executive 
dir^tor-treasurer  of  the  board. 

September  gifts  bring  the 
1994  total  to  $16.867337,  which 
is  $774,345  (or  4.81%)  more 
than  that  given  by  Mississippi 


Baptists  in  the  first  nine  months 
of  1993. 

The  pro  rata  budget,  frgured 
by  diviiUng  the  total  1994  budget 
of  $22,452,000  by  12  and  multi¬ 
plying  by  the  number  of  months 
elapsed,  is  $16,839,000.  This 
means  that  giving  is  $28,337  (or 
.17%)  more  than  the  pro  rata 
amount.  Last  year  at  this  time, 
the  convention  budget  was 
$746,008  (or  4.43%)  behind. 


Support  for  Cooperative 
Program  is  state’s  norm 


Over  95%  of  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  are  supporting  the 
Cooperative  Program,  says  Barii 
Shirley,  MBCB  accounting  and 
personal  services  director. 

This  means  that  1,901  of  the 
2,000  churches  are  supporting 
missions  throngh  the  Coojrerative 
Program.  This  is  probably  a  rec¬ 
ord  number  for  any  state  in  the 
SBC. 

There  are  694  churches  which 
gave  less  in  the  first  nine  months 
of  1994  compared  with  1993.  This 
amounts  to  a  $881,149  shoitfall  or 
a  15.7%  change. 


There  were  1,207  churches 
which  gave  the  same  amount  or 
more  in  the  first  nine  months  of 
1994  compared  with  1993.  This 
amounts  to  $1,655,493  or  a  15.8% 
increase. 

The  total  number  of  the  1,901 
giving  churches  has  given  4.8% 
more  ($774,345)  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  current  year  for  a 
total  of  $16,867,336.  llie  budget 
for  the  year  is  $22,450,000. 

“There  is  a  tu^  degrM  of  con¬ 
cern  and  dedication  registered  in 
such  a  splendid  giving  record,” 
.said  Shirley. 
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Book  boosts  SBC’s  1 50th 


An  updated  account  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  150-year  his¬ 
tory  made  its  debut  during  the  Sept.  19-20  meeting  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville,  with  James  Powell,  chairman  of  the  SBCsesqui- 
centennial  workgroup,  presenting  copies  to:  from  left,  Fred  Wolfe,  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  chairman  and  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill  Church  in  Mobile,  Ala.; 
Morris  H.  Chapman,  Executive  Committee  president  and  chief  executive 
officer,  and  Jim  Henry,  SBC  president  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Orlando, 
Fla.  The  new  book,  Tne  Southern  Baptist  Convention:  A  Sesquicentennial 
History,  was  written  by  Jesse  C.  Fletcher,  chancellor  and  Connalty  profes¬ 
sor  of  missions  at  Hardin-Simmons  University  in  Abilene,  Texas,  and  a  for¬ 
mer  executive  at  the  SBC’s  Foreign  Mission  Board  under  the  late  Baker 
James  Cauthen.  The  SBC  will  celebrate  its  150th  anniversary  during  the 
convention’s  1995  annual  meeting,  June  20-22  in  Atlanta’s  Georgia  Dome. 
The  463-page  work  is  published  ^  Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  Powell,  a  Stewardship  Commission  staff 
member,  has  been  on  the  25-member  sesquicentennial  workgroup  since 
its  formation  in  1985.  (BP  photo  by  Jon  Walker) 


Lay  Missions  meeting 
will  focus  on  ministry 
in  crisis,  marketplace 


Chuck  Kelley,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary,  will  be  the  featured  speaker 
for  the  banquet  portion  of  tte  Lay 
Missions  Cc^ereooe  on  Oct  31,  at 


Hrst  Church,  Jackson. 

This  annual  conference  is  aimed 
at  teaching  ways  to  minister  for 
Christ  in  marketirface.  Theme 
for  this  year  is  “In  Times  of  Cri¬ 


sis. 


Todd  will 
speak  to 
MBREA 

Howell  Todd,  newly-elected 
president  of  Mississippi  College, 
will  be  the  featured  breaker  during 

■  the  pre-conven- 
tioo  luncheon  of 
the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Reli¬ 
gious  Education 
Association 
(MBREA). 
MC’s  The  Natu¬ 
rals  also  will 
perform. 

The  luncheon 
will  be  held 
11:30  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Oct.  31,  at  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jacluon.  Cost  is  $10  per 
person. 

Deadline  for  making  reserva¬ 
tions  is  Oct.  19.  To  purchase  a 
ticket,  send  a  check,  payable  to 
MBREA.  to:  David  Webb,  Union 
Baptist  Church,  1716  W.  Union 
Rd.,  Picayune,  MS  39466;  phone 
(601)798-6470. 


The  day’s  events  begin  at  3 

{>.m.  with  a  group  of  missions  fel- 
owship  meetings  and  ^dal  inter¬ 
est  confeteixxs.  The  missions  fel- 
lowsl^  groups  include  agricultural 
missions.  Campers  on  Mission, 
church  renewal,  constructioo  mis¬ 
sions,  and  educatioiud  missions. 
The  ^rectal  imerest  topics  itxdude 
criminal  justice,  intercessory 
prayer,  marketplace  witnessing, 
Mississqrpi  River  Ministry,  part¬ 
nership  missions,  and  Volunteers 
in  Missions. 

The  missions  banquet  and  pro¬ 
gram  begin  at  5  p.m.  with  Kefley. 
Music  leader  will  be  Rick  Carter  of 
Hrst  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

The  3  p.m.  sessions  require  no 
pre-registration,  but  reservations 
are  required  for  the  banquet  at  S 
.m.  (Jost  of  ba^uet  tickets  is 
7.50  per  persoa  The  deadline  for 
banquet  reservations  is  Oct  25. 

To  make  reservations,  call  or 
write  the  Brotherhood  Department 
MBfTB,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  (800)  748- 
1651. 

Preschool  provision  will  be 
offered  2:30-6:45  pjn.  iqron  prior 
notification  to  the  Brotherhood 
Department.  No  meal  service  will 
be  provided  in  the  preschool  cen¬ 
ter. 


Texas  conservative  files  chairter; 
deny  plans  for  a  new  convention 


HOUSTON  (ABP)  —  A  Hous¬ 
ton  attorney  has  filed  a  charter  for 
a  new  Texas  convention  of  conser¬ 
vative  Baptists  but  says  there  are 
no  immediate  plans  to  form  such 
an  organization. 

Tte  attorney,  Walter  Carpenter, 
told  the  Baptist  Standard  of 
Texas  he  filed  a  charter  for  a 
‘Texas  Baptist  Convention,  Inc.,’’ 
in  case  the  need  arises  for  conserv¬ 
ative  Southern  B2q)tists  in  the  state 
to  separate  from  the  moderate- 
dominated  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas. 

Carpenter,  who  is  a  trustee  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  and  emtor  of  the  Texas 
Baptist,  a  fundamental-conserva¬ 
tive  publication,  said  he  has  “no 
intention  to  use”  the  charter,  “but 
it  is  there  to  use  if  things  go  from 
bad  to  worse  and  conservative 
leadership  in  Texas  wants  it.  It  is 
merely  an  enabling  thing  in  the 
event  it  is  needed.” 


Carpenter  said  he  does  not 
know  if  the  approval  of  a  proposal 
fiom  a  Cooperative  Missions  (jiv¬ 
ing  Study  Committee  might  trig¬ 
ger  a  new  convention.  Conserva¬ 
tives  have  criticized  the  proposal, 
which  would  broaden  the  state 
convention’s  definition  of  cooper¬ 
ative  giving  beyond  the  traditional 
unified  budget  of  the  state  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to 
also  encompass  Texas-only  contri¬ 
butions  and  non-SBC  missions 
ventures,  including  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Baptist  Fellowship. 

“I  am  not  in  the  loop  of  the 
leadership  decisions,”  Carpenter 
said.  “I  merely  do  what  I  am  asked 
to  do.” 

However,  Carpenter  said,  the 
decision  to  file  the  non-profit 
charter  for  the  new  convention 
was  his  own.  “I  just  did  it  and  then 
informed  them  (conservative  lead¬ 
ership)  that  it  is  available.  I  have 
heard  fiom  none  of  them.” 


Asked  if  by  establishing  anoth¬ 
er  convention,  conservatives 
would  not  be  following  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship,  which  they  criticize  as 
schismatic.  Carpenter  said;  “You 
are  free  to  draw  your  own  paral¬ 
lels.  I  am  taking  no  leadership 
role;  1  am  merely  creating  an  enti¬ 
ty” 

William  Pinson,  executive 
director  of  the  Texas  convention, 
acknowledged  that  in  Baptist 
church-governance,  “each  church 
is  autonomous  and  free  to  cooper¬ 
ate  or  not  cooperate  with  any  a.sso- 
ciation  of  churches,  state  or 
national  convention.” 

But,  Pinson  added,  “1  would 
hope  that  no  church  in  cooperation 
with  the  Baptist  General  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Texas  would  cease  that 
cooperation.  Each  church  is 
important  to  our  cooperative  effort 
in  missions,  evangelism,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  benevolence.” 


Baby  boomer  ministers  endorse 
Texas  proposal  on  CP  giving 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  A  group  of 
baby  boomer  ministers  who  say 
they  are  “weary  of  denominadm^ 
mudslinging”  have  endorsed  as 
“higher  ground”  a  Texas  Baptist 
study  committee  recommendation 
that  could  exparKl  the  definition  of 
Cooperative  Aogram  giving. 

The  statement  of  sujmort  for 
reconunendations  of  die  (Toorcra- 
dve  Missions  Giving  Study  Com¬ 
mittee  signed  by  27  “younger  min¬ 
isters”  was  anncHmoed  at  an  Oct  5 
news  conference  in  Dallas. 

Signers  rartged  from  pastors  of 
cburdies  in  small  Texas  towns  to 
Allen  Walworth,  pastor  of  the 
8,800-inember  Park  Cities  CZhutcb 
Dallas.  Also  signiiig  was  David 
Becker,  second  vice  president  of 
the  Baptist  General  Cravendon  of 
Texas  and  pastor  of  University 
Heights  Church,  Hurasville,  Texas. 

'Die  statement  of  support  was 
mailed  to  more  than  idO  Texas 


B^Hist  ministers  for  their  consider- 
adon,  according  to  Ed  Hogan,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church.  Crockett,  an 
organizer  of  the  initiadve. 

Signers,  identified  as  generally 
45  years  old  and  utKkr,  “ieptc.sent 
the  broad  spectrum  of  who  Texas 
Biqitists  are,”  Hogan  said. 

Reasons  cited  in  the  statement 
for  supporting  the  study  commit¬ 
tee’s  recommoidadons  i^uded: 

“We  have  grown  up  in  the  quag¬ 
mire  power  (wlidcs,  and  we  are 
weary  of  denominadonal  mudsling¬ 
ing.  We  believe  this  giving  plan 
wiU  move  us  to  higher  ground. 

“We  believe  tli^  the  viabi^  of 
the  Baptist  General  (3oiiventioD  of 
Texas  as  a  missioo  force  in  the  21st 
century  will  be  greatly  enhanced 
such  a  plan.” 

If  messengers  to  the  Texas  state 
convention  in  Amarillo,  Oct.  31- 
Nov.  1,  approve  the  study  comnut- 
tee’s  recommendations,  the  BGCT 


will  recognize  and  distribute  a.s 
Texas  Cooperative  Program  contri¬ 
butions  from  churches  given  in  any 
of  three  ways; 

—  gifts  to  the  adopted  budget  of 
the  BGCT  aixl  the  adopted  budget 
of  tlie  SBC  according  to  the  aruiu- 
ally  adopted  percentage  allocations 
between  the  two; 

—  gifts  to  the  adopted  BGCT 
budget  only;  or 

—  gifts  to  the  adopted  BGCT 
budget  and  otiier  worldwide  Biqrtist 
causes  as  directed  by  the  individual 
church.  They  would  include  gifts  to 
the  moderate  Cooperative  Baptist 
FeUowship. 

Urgler  the  conunittee’s  recom¬ 
mended  approach,  the  BGCT 
would  continue  its  current  practice 
of  allowing  churches  to  delete  up  to 
five  line  items  finm  the  B<jCT  atxl 
SBC  budget  and  still  have  their 
cootributicMis  count  as  Cooperative 
Program. 


Hughes  Institute  awards  MC  $1  million 


An  item  in  the  Oct.  6  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record  tedd  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollar  grant  awarded  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  (MC)  by  the 
Howard  Hu^ies  Nfe^cal  Institute. 

Howell  W.  Todd,  president  of 
the  college,  said  Oct.  4  in  a  called 
news  coherence  that  the  money 
was  given  in  recognition  of  MC’s 
leadership  and  reputation.  The 
grant  places  die  school  at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  education  in  the  field  of 
biomedicine. 

The  ftirxls  will  be  used  to  con¬ 
tinue  undergraduate  research 
opportunities  arxl  to  expand  tte 
Biological  Scierrees  Department’s 
programs  of  training  high  school 
tea^rs  to  teach  courses  in  bio¬ 
medicine. 

Prentiss  Cox,  head  of  MC’s 
Biological  Sciences  Department, 
received  the  award’s  first 
$325,000  installment.  Cox  said 
about  40%  of  the  grant  will  be 


used  to  support  the  summer  train¬ 
ing  program  for  high  school  teach¬ 
ers,  and  40%  will  buy  equqiment 
to  support  the  program  and  expand 
thed^artmenL 

Migor  items  of  equipment  will 
include  an  automated  DNA 
sequencer,  a  scanning  electron 
microscope,  and  an  ultracen- 
trifiige.  Remaining  funds  wiU  sup¬ 
port  biology  students  in  year-long 
biomedical  researdi. 

A  large  number  of  MC  gradu¬ 
ates  enter  the  health  care  profes¬ 
sion.  Of  95  science  students  who 
applied  for  admission  to  medical 
school  in  the  last  five  years,  59 
were  admitted. 

Ten  to  15%  of  the  current  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi  Medical 
School  class  are  MC  g^uates. 

Of  the  undergraduate  students 
with  a  degree  in  biological  sci¬ 
ences  this  school  year,  50%  will 
enter  professional  school  with 


25%  entering  g^uate  school  and 
secondary  teactog. 

The  MC  Biological  Sciences 
Department  is  affiliated  with  the 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory. 
Through  its  facility  a  student  may 
take  courses  in  Marine  Biology. 
Research  and  independent  study 
are  also  available  tfeough  the  lab¬ 
oratory. 

The  Howard  Hughes  Medical 
Institute  said  its  awards  are  the 
largest  ever  granted  by  a  private 
institution.  A  total  of  $86  million 
in  four-year  grants  was  awarded  to 
62  colleges  and  universities, 
including  Yale  University,  Van¬ 
derbilt  University,  the  University 
of  Texas,  the  University  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Boston  University,  Duke 
Uiriversity,  Georgia  Technological 
University,  and  Louisiana  State 
University.  MC  was  the  only 
school  in  Mississippi  to  receive 
one  of  the  Hughes  Institute  grants. 


State  Fellowship  meets  at 
FBC,  Leland,  elects  Pearson 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  first  moderator  for  the  national  pendent.  Churches  and  individuals 
Fellowship  Co(q)erative  Baptist  Fellowship.  are  free  to  support  missions  as 

-i-  w  Vestal  said  he  believed  the  they  see  fit  and  they  will  always 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  “had  remain  that  way. 
its  moment  m  history  at  the  1578  “Large  megachurches,  while 
meeting  of  the  SBC  in  Kansas  not  the  model  for  the  future,  have 
City  and  said,  ‘No!  No!  ’  their  own  missions  programs,  in 

“At  that  time,  Jimmy  Allen  addition  to  their  limited  support  of 
was  SBC  president,  and  Bold  the  Cooperative  Program.  All 
Mission  Thrust  was  emphasized,  churches  must  enjoy  this  same 
Missions  was  the  main  point  of  privilege  so  that  members  can 
interest,  winning  the  world  to  become  personally  involved  in 
Christ,  being  sure  that  every  per-  missions  —  reaching  the  lost,”  he 
son  on  the  face  of  the  earth  would  said. 

have  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  Vestal  also  said  he  believes 
gospel.”  “Baptists  have  reached  the  point 

Vestal  continued,  “I  was  so  where  they  want  freedom  from 
overcome  with  joy  that  I  wept  —  control,  to  voluntarily  serve  the 
Pearson  and  went  back  to  my  church.  First  Lord  as  they  see  fit,  to  again  build 
Church  in  Midland,  Texas,  and  and  restore  mutual  trust  and 
we  put  30%  of  our  budget  in  the  respect  which  is  so  desperately 
Cooperative  Program,  gave  over  a  needed.” 

million  dollars  per  year  for  mis-  He  went  on  to  say  that  CBF  is 
sions.  Since  then,  Southern  Biq>-  here  to  stay.  It  is  another  way  of 
tists  have  been  embroiled  in  a  doing  missions.  He  continued  to 
controversy  that  has  destroyed  our  stress  that  if  true  trust  and  respect 
oneness  of  purpose  —  missions.  are  restored,  “churches  and  indi- 
“Local  associations  are  not  a  viduals  will  one  day  be  fi'ee  to 
subsidiary  of  the  state  conventions  attend,  participate  in,  support,  and 
and  the  state  conventions  are  not  a  be  members  of  their  local  church, 
subsidia]^  of  the  Southern  Baptist  the  Southern  Bi^st  Convention, 
Convention.  All  are  fiee  and  inde-  state  conventions,  CBF,  and  other 


(CBF)  of  Mississippi,  Inc.,  was 
held  on  Saturday  morning,  Oct.  8, 
at  First  Church,  Leland. 

New  members  of  the  coordi¬ 
nating  couiKil  were  elected.  They 
are:  as  moderator,  Tom  Pearson, 
pastor  of  North-  ^g|||||||||||^^ 
Church, 

Clinton;  vice 

moderator,  I  .  —  ^ 

Holly  Bedford;  F 

secretary,  Babs 
Stewart;  trea¬ 
surer,  Troy 
Daniel;  commu¬ 
nications  com¬ 
mittee  chairper¬ 
son,  Wendy 
Weathersby;  membership  com¬ 
mittee  chairperson.  Dick  AUison; 
at-large  members,  Wayne  Riley, 
Tom  Mercier,  Carl  Saveli,  Parkes 
Marler,  and  Margaret  Armstrong. 

Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  the 
5,00()-member  Tallowood  Church 
of  Houston,  Texas,  delivered  the 
keynote  address.  Vestal  was  nom¬ 
inated  for  president  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  in 
1989-90  and  later  served  as  the 


Valuable  historical  resource 

Jean  Street  (center)  of  Clinton  explains  to  Edward  McMillan  (left)  and 
Alice  Cox  (right),  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Commis¬ 
sion  staff,  details  of  The  Baptist  Record  index.  Street,  who  holds  a  master 
of  library  science  degree,  has  assisted  the  Commission  part-time  since 
1988  indexing  The  Baptist  Record,  an  activity  that  was  begun  by  Edwina 
Robinson  when  she  retired  as  leader  of  the  Mississippi  WMU.  Churches 
are  urged  to  utilize  this  research  resource,  as  well  as  numerous  other 
information  sources  for  church  histories  in  the  collection  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Historical  Commission,  located  in  the  Leland  Speed  Library  on 
the  Mississippi  College  campus. 


Mission  Mississippi 
kicks  off  2nd  season 
with  Jackson  rallies 


Mission  Mississippi’s  second  a  city  wide  businessmen’s  lun- 
annual  Celebration  of  Racial  and  cbeon  at  First  Church,  Jackson  at 
Denominational  Reconciliation  is  11:30  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  OcL  18. 
slated  for  Oct.  18-19  in  the  Mis-  The  7  p.m.  coliseum  rally  on 
siss4>pi  Coliseum  and  a  number  of  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  18,  will 
other  locations  in  the  Jackson  showcase  local  musicians  and  the 
area.  Mission  Missis- 

Patrick  Mor-^^^B^Vi^H  sippi  Mass 

ley,  an  Orlando^^HL^  4^^^IC&>ir. 

businessman, The  Wednes- 
motivational|^^fe,  ^I^^^H^^Bday  evening, 

speaker,  andE^B^^^^B  19,  pro¬ 
will  gram 

one  the  Night 

speakers^^^^^^^^H  begin 

at  the  coliseum Christian 
rallies.  Jennings  Skinner  national  record- 

Tony  Evans  ing  artists 

of  Dallas,  widely  known  for  his  Angelo  &  Veronica  will  perform, 
best-selling  motivational  books  along  with  Mississippi’s  own 
and  sold-out  appearances,  will  Christian  nypers.  Show  &  TelL 

also  keynote  the fl^BHHB  Nationally- 


HMB  teleconference  promotes 
Christian  economic  impact 


By  David  Winfkvy 

a  weight  machine  installed  down¬ 
stairs  where  his  players  could 
work  out.  From  that  he  developed 
Bible  studies  for  students,  wtuch 
lead  to  a  church  and  multiple  min¬ 
istries. 


Today,  the  church  has  an  aver¬ 
age  attendance  of  400  and  oper¬ 
ates  about  a  dozen  ministries  that 
impact  the  area’s  economic  devel¬ 
opment. 

Ministries  include  a  medical 
center  and  a  six-week  job 
training  class  for  high 
school  graduates.  Gordon 
does  not  shy  fiom  offering 
biblical  support  for  Christ¬ 
ian-based  economic  devel¬ 
opment  projects. 

Gordon  readily  admits 
everything  the  church 
tried  has  not  been  success¬ 
ful.  “We’re  not  real  good 
at  starting  businesses,  and 
we  learned  that  the  hard 
way,”  he  said.  “We  have 
failures  every  day.” 

The  teleconference  was 
viewed  in  the  following 
cities;  Atlanta;  Birming¬ 
ham,  Huntsville  and 
Mobile,  Ala.;  Boston; 


Teteconferences  Unk  inner 
city  workers 

ATLAHTA  (DIP) — ^The  Sosihem  Bi^tUit 

Ineiicek  in  19%!*  offering  n^sriootoies,  foifecs 
w&  orii^Chtiitiaa  wtnlnn  hi  inocir^hy  wtm  • 
fe  t&xsM  ideas  and  dbodSei^,  HMB 
minii^ienleissaid. 

Ibe  onofennices.  like  one  Inoadcast  as  a  tesd 
IS  fitom  Adttita,  wM  unget  issues  of  hnpor* 
tanoe  to  wcritets  in  hmet-ciQr  aioas,  said  tasty 
Martin,  HKfil  vice  pterident  f^ntiou^. 

It’s  allowing  ns  to  link  280  pet^  that  we 
could  not  possit^  l»mg  togeth^'  fiK»-to-fece  <m 
a  leralar  basis,”  «dd  Kfertki. 

TW  project  already  has  attracted  leaden  in  22 
cities  who  have  committed  to  host  die  confer¬ 
ences  nod  lecrait  a  core  gtoqp  of  10  peofde  work¬ 
ing  In  Chtfettaa  ministry  in  tibe  iimer  city,  said 
Jane  BiriMip  of  the  HMB  mitditty  section. 

Mote  mfennadoii  idiom  HMB  miidstry  tele- 
ctmfeieoces  is  availalde  fecm  Bii^op  at  (404) 
89B-7447. 


evening  rally.  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
Morley  Mississippi  Gordon  said  he  moved 

Governor  Kirk  to  the  economically 
Fordice  has  proclaimed  October  depressed  on  the  wert 
as  Mission  Mississippi  Month,  side  of  Chicago  at  age  21 
and  Jackson  Mayor  Kane  Ditto  —  probably  the  only  white 
has  proclaimed  the  week  of  Oct.  oian  in  the  neighborhood 
I6-I2  as  Mission  Mississippi  —  to  coach  football  and 
Week  in  the  dty.  spre^  the  gospel. 

For  more  information  on  Mis-  Living  above  a  former 
sion  Mississippi  and  the  organiza-  plumbing  business  in  a 
don’s  upcoming  events,  call  (601)  four-room  ^aitinent,  Gor- 


Evans 


Fight  against  world  hunger 
more  action,  less  reaction 


■  By  Erich  Bridges 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A  have  been  in  Haiti  for  a  long  time,  preparation  for  response, 
million  or  more  suffering  Rwan-  fighting  chronic  causes  of  suffer-  staging  when  possible,  an 
refugees  in  Zaire  and  Tanza-  ing  and  hunger  such  as  dirty  water  diate  action,  according  to 
nia.  A  whole  nation  of  suffering  and  poor  agricultural  methods.  Meanwhile,  the  “quii 
pet^le  in  Hard.  They’ll  return  to  that  battle  as  jects  go  on.  Some  examph 

Southern  Baptists  have  soon  as  the  current  crisis  passes.  — Southern  Baptist 
responded  to  the  first  crisis  in  Which  aj^roach  is  more  effec-  relief  gifts  through  the 
recent  months  with  missionaries,  tive  in  meeting  human  needs  and  Mission  Board  continue 
volunteers,  and  money  aimed  at  communicating  the  Christian  gos-  the  training  of  Asians  ii 
helping  the  neediest  of  the  needy:  pel  —  crisis  response  or  quiet,  (Sloping  Agricultural  Lat 
Rwandan  refugee  mothers  and  long-term  ministry  to  people  in  nology)  methods,  deveh 
orphans.  need?  Mississippi  missionary 

Despite  multiple  start-up  “We  must  be  both  reactive  and  Watson.  Recent  benef 
delays  and  chaotic  conditions,  the  proactive,”  said  Jim  Foster,  who  include  about  3,000  triba 
children’s  camp  begun  by  South-  leads  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  in  the  Phili|^ines. 
em  Baptist  missionaries  and  vol-  human  needs  pro^am.  “We  can’t  —  In  Zimbabwe.  S< 
unteers  in  Goma,  Zaire,  now  just  sit  around  waiting  for  a  crisis  Baptists  funded  repair  of 
houses  up  to  500  Rwandan  kids.  to  happen  so  we  can  send  a  team  to  provide  clean  water  in 
It’s  considered  the  model  camp  in  there  to  take  care  of  emergen-  populated  by  20,000  peopl 
of  its  kind  by  UNICEF,  which  cies,  then  leave.  That  doesn’t  help  Despite  the  Rwandan  c 

brings  other  hum^tarian  groups  us  accomplish  our  overarching  response  this  year  —  perl 
wanting  to  aid  kids  to  see  how  objectives  in  any  way.  highest-profile  humanitai 

Baptists  are  doing  it.  And  the  “The  more  meaningful  projects  aster  since  the  1985  Et 
camp  won’t  close  tomorrow  or  we  have  are  developmental,  trans-  famine  —  Southern  Bapt 
next  week;  Zairian  Baptists  own  formational  projects,”  he  to  world  hunger  and  reli 
the  land  it  stands  on  and  are  com-  explained.  “Yet  we  must  be  continued  a  downward  trei 
mitted  to  the  ministry.  involved  in  crisis  response  pro-  Hunger  and  relief  rec 

fa  Haiti,  ineanwhile,  the  latest  jects  because  in  some  cases  they  the  Foreign  Mission  Boa 
political  crisis  —  now  involving  open  the  door”  for  long-term  January  through  August 
U  S.  troops  —  highlights  the  work  —  and  for  spreading  the  only  about  $3.3  million  - 
Caribbean  island’s  chronic  status  gospel  in  previously  untouched  almost  9%  from  last  yea 
■miiAu  lAB  c-  .  M  ......  u  .  ^  as  tte  purest  nation  in  the  West-  areas.  same  point.  If  the  trend  f 

luUOH  JOB  —  Sinking  water  wells  in  Haiti  is  hard  work  —  as  one  can  em  Hemisphere.  That  certainly  proved  true  in  gifts  holds,  the  year’s  total 

see  from  the  eimression  on  Southern  Baptist  volunteer  Ed  Brentham’s  Southern  Biqitists  are  respond-  Somalia,  where  civil  war  and  ter-  about  $6  million, 

face.  But  it’s  worth  it;  providing  clean  water  and  simple  agricultural  educa-  >ng  to  the  immediate  crisis  there,  rible  suffering  opened  one  of  the  Last  year’s  total  wai 

tion  will  save  more  lives  in  the  long  run  than  food  distribution  during  the  too,  by  delivering  food,  medicine,  most  closed  countries  fa  the  worid  $6.6  million,  the  lowes 

current  political  crisis.  Such  ministries  are  a  major  priority  for  Southern  and  other  aid  as  soon  as  condi-  —  at  least  for  a  time  —  to  South-  1983.  The  decade  fa  betw. 

Baptist  mission  workers  there.  They  help  people  help  themselves  —  and  dons  allow.  But  Foreign  Mission  ern  Baptist  and  other  Christian  yearly  gifts  top  $7  millio 

open  the  door  for  the  gospel.  (BP  photo  by  Don  Rutledge)  Board  missionaries  and  volunteers  relief  workers.  Risking  their  lives  year  and  $8  million  three  t 

TT  ‘J.*  1  •  1  TSS  fa  a  land  drenched  with  guns  and  1985,  the  year  of  the  Et 

T1  VO  I  non  PT*  tOT*  n  O  V1  no*  Q  n  Q  r*Arl  violent  opposition  from  Muslim  tragedy.  Southern  Baptis 
XXdXl/X  lUl  lldVlllg  OllclltJU.  mUitants,  they  have  communicat-  nearly  $12  miUion. 

By  Mary  E.  Speidel  ed  Christ  by  easing  pain.  “Southern  Baptists 

vKir»v\/fi  I  c  'T  /nnx  tt  •  •.  ••  ministry  to  Rwandan  always  responded  quickly 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  sure  Haiti  s  ruhng  military  junta  to  ‘If  I  weren’t  teaching  school  refugee  children  in  Zaire  follows  they  know  the  needs  Fosi 

Connie  Bull  wept  when  she  give  up  power.  I’d  be  there,”  said  Bull.  “And  I’d  similar  lines.  “I  think  the  oroblem  often 

coujdn  t  return  to  Ham.  “When  I  heard  there  would  be  pack  everybody’s  bags”  who  “People  ‘in  the  business’  of  ply  lack  of  awareness.  TT 

humanitarian  aid  staff  many  of  the  do  not  perceive  the  Forei] 
bigger  secular  relief  organiza-  sion  Board  as  an  agency  : 
dons,”  Foster  said.  “It’s  a  job  for  involved  fa  humanitarian  a 
them.  One  of  the  unitjue  charac-  Still,  he  added,  a  $7 
teristics  of  our  work  in  Goma  is  annual  average  is  “rather 
our  ability  to  utilize  volunteers  able”  without  the  hard-sell 
who  go  with  compassion,  with  i 
desire  to  touch  a^  hold  —  no 
just  to  dispense  food  and  medi 
cine.  The 
children 

that  ^ 

comfort! 

need  ^ 
for  security, 
need 

Some  people  might  say,  ‘OK,  News  of  f 

such  crises 
now  reaches 
Americans 
instanta- 

us  richer  for  having  shared  some.”  neously. 

Qualified  Southern  Baptists  “We  need 
who  want  to  volunteer  for  the  to  be  able  to 
Haiti  relief  projects  should  call  the  respond  in 
Brotherhood  Commission  at  1-  like  man- 
800-280-1891  or  (901)  722-3787.  ner,”  he 
Financial  contributions  for  the  said.  •  “A 
projects  may  be  sent  to  the  human  reactive  atti- 
needs  department  of  the  Foreign  tude  in 
Mission  Board,  P.O.  Box  6767,  response  is  r 
Richmond,  VA  23230-0767  or  to  demands  out 
the  Brotherhood  Commission,  Southern  Bap 
1548  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  Effective 
38104.  .  for  anticipi 


^art.  I  mourned,  I  wept,  I  v/ailed.  “A  cup  of  water  given  fa  Jesus’ 

I  prayed  fa  Creole  (the  heart  Ian-  name  —  that  may  be  too  simplistic 
guage  of  Haitians),”  said  Bull,  for  some  because  a  cup  of  water 
who  picked  up  the  language  fa  just  sure  isn’t  going  to  meet  all  the 
five  weeks  of  service  fa  Haiti.  need,”  said  Bull. 

Since  then,  she  has  found  com-  But  it’s  a  significant  drop  fa  the 
fort  fa  a  videoUqie  of  her  Haitian  bucket. 

students  sent  by  fellow  Southern  “It’s  like  when  Esther  was  con- 
Baptist  Dawn  Goodwin,  who  sidering  whether  to  go  fa  to  beg 
taught  vdth  her  fa  previous  camps,  for  the  lives  of  her  people.  Moide- 
Goodwin,  of  Jefferson  City,  cur-  cai  sent  word,  saying,  ‘If  you  do  have 
rently  teaches  in  a  Christian  not  take  this  opportunity,  God  will  need 
school  in  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti’s  send  someone  else,”’  said  Bull, 
capital.  recalling  the  Old  Testament  story  that 

“It  has  witnessed  to  me  —  their  of  Queen  Esther  who  saved  the 
faith,  their  faces,  the  way  they  Jews  from  annihilation  during  the  that 
smile  and  praise  God  amid  all  this  reign  of  King  Ahasuerus. 
adversity,”  said  Bull  of  the  tape. 

Bull  wishes  she  could  volunteer  God,  send  someone  else.’  But  then 
for  jm  upcoming  relief  project  in  they’ll  have  to  answer  for  the 
Haiti  sponsored  by  the  mission  missed  blessing,  the  missed  oppor- 
board  and  the  Southern  Baptist  tunity,”  said  Bull.  “It  makes  all  of 
Brotherhood  Commission.  The 
project  will  involve  at  least  150 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  in 
food  distribution.  Volunteers  also 
may  work  in  water  well  repair, 
water  purification,  medical  care, 
and  construction. 

So  far,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  pledged  $386,000  in 
hunger  and  relief  funds  for  the 
projects.  The  board  may  also  con¬ 
tribute  more  than  $400,000  for  a 
two-year  project  to  repair  about 
550  water  weUs. 


in- 

the 

calls 

more 

of  the 
needs,  ac- 
cording  to 
Foster.  The 

'S  SPIRIT  wT  M  d 

Hunger 
Day  on  Oct.  9  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  “will  be  criti¬ 
cal  this  year,  he  said. 

Speidel  and  Bridges  write  for 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Churches  to  be  affected 


by  new  tax  reporting  laws 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
Although  tax  time  is  still  months 
away,  church  financial  secretaries 
should  be  preparing  to  help  dontxs 
comply  with  new  tax  laws  related 
to  charitable  giving,  two  IRS 
employees  advised. 

Effective  Jaa  1,  1994,  any  sin¬ 
gle  contribution  of  $250  or  more 
'^a  charity  must  be  substantiated 
in  writing  by  that  charity.  The 
documentation  also  must  ideate 
whether  the  donor  received  any 
goods  services  in  exchange  for 
the  contribution. 

Because  of  this  new  law, 
church  officials  will  want  to  get 
out  donor  statements  as  soon  as 
possible  each  quarter  or  at  year- 
end,  said  Karin  Gross,  a  senior 
technician  reviewer  widi  the  IRS 
chief  counsel.  Gross  and  Howard 
Schoenfeld,  IRS  special  assistant 
for  exempt  organizations,  ^ke  to 
a  briefing  of  Baptist  editors  in 
Washington  Oct.  2. 

The  two  said  the  IRS  already 
has  received  numerous  phone  calls 
about  the  changes,  many  from 
people  who  have  misunderstood 
the  new  law. 

Here  are  highlights  of  their 
explanations: 

—  Deductibility  is  not  changed. 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 
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The  new  law  relates  only  to  docu¬ 
mentation  of  deductions,  not  what 
may  be  counted  as  a  tax  deduc¬ 
tion. 

—  The  law  affects  only  single 
contributions  of  $250  or  more.  To 
illustrate,  consider  two  people 
who  both  give  $5,200  annually  to 

Single  contributions 
of  $250  or  more 
must  be  documented 
and  substantiated  by 
the  receiving  chari^ 
ty,  according  to  new 
IRS  law,  effective 
Jan.  1, 1994. 

their  churches.  One  person  gives 
$100  every  week  to  tte  church  and 
therefore  is  not  affected  by  the 
new  law.  The  other  person  gives 
$433  once  each  month,  and  there¬ 
fore  is  affected  by  the  new  law. 

—  Documentation  is  required. 
Before  filing  a  tax  return,  a  donor 
must  obtain  from  the  church  a 
statement  which  lists  all  contribu¬ 
tions  of  $250  or  more  and  reports 
any  goods  or  services  given  to  the 
donor  in  return.  A  donor’s  can¬ 
celled  checks  will  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  adequate  documentation 
because  they  do  not  indicate 
whether  any  goods  or  services 
were  received  in  return. 

—  Compliance  is  the  goal. 
Upon  request  of  Congress,  the  IRS 
wants  to  eliminate  charitable 
deductions  claimed  wrongly. 
That’s  why  the  no-goods-or-ser- 


vices  requirement  is  key  to  the 
new  law.  For  example,  a  person 
might  pay  the  church  more  than 
$250  to  participate  in  a  mission 
trip.  That  payment  differs  fitmi  a 
regular  titte  or  offering,  which  is 
given  without  e^cting  to  receive 
any  goods  or  services  in  return. 
For  the  mission  trip,  the  money 
paid  is  not  a  contribution  to  the 
church  but  provides  lodging,  food, 
and  trao^itation  services. 

—  Mixed  gifts  have  a  different 
staixlard.  Payments  to  a  church  of 
more  than  $75  that  are  part  charity 
and  part  payment  for  goods  and 
services  must  be  rqiorted  and  doc¬ 
umented  as  such.  For  example, 
should  a  church  hold  a  fund-raiser 
where  individuals  pay  $100  to 
attend  a  conceit,  the  donor  could 
deduct  as  a  contribution  only  the 
amount  of  that  $100  that  didn’t 
cover  the  value  of  the  concert  So 
if  tickets  otherwise  would  have 
cost  $20,  the  donor  may  deduct 
only  $80  as  a  diaritable  contribu¬ 
tion,  and  the  church’s  documenta¬ 
tion  must  note  this  distinction. 

—  Timeliness  counts.  Docu¬ 
mentation  of  charitable  gifts 
required  under  the  new  law  must 
be  received  by  the  donor  before 
the  tax  return  is  filed.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  a  donor  may  not  file  a  return 
claiming  the  deductions  on  Feb.  1, 
although  not  receiving  documen¬ 
tation  from  the  church  until 
March  1. 

—  There  is  no  standard  format. 
The  IRS  has  no  standard  format 
churches  must  use  to  repoit  contri¬ 
butions.  Any  form  will  suffice,  so 
long  as  it  provides  enough  infor¬ 
mation  to  substantiate  the  amount 
of  the  deductible  contribution  and 
a  statement  about  whether  goods 
or  services  were  received  in 
return. 
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Beeson  Divinity  School,  SamfonC  University,  presents 


iformation  Heritage  Lectures 


SHAPERS  OF  THE  PURITAN  HERITAGE 


Theologian 

Dr.  J.  I.  Packer 
November  1-3 

Reid  Chaf>el,  Samford  University 


Beeson  Divinity  School 

1 

Samford  8 

LWvcrsity 

Birmingham,  Alabama  35229 


For  Information  contact  Dean  Timothy  George,  Beeson  Divinity 
School,  Samford  University,  Birmingham,  AL  3.5229 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-88841266 

Samford  llnivmily  is  an  fkiual  Op|M>rtiinily  Insliluliiin  and  twh-omns  appik-alions  for  rmploymmi  and  odii- 
ralional  programs  from  all  individuals  rrf(ardlnv>  of  rarr,  rotor,  sns.  handk-ap  or  natkmal  or  rlhnk-  oriMin. 


Laveiiie  Qri£&)  Youth  C«mp 
Is  66  mik»  jBcoOi  itf  Aadxmige, 

*niie 

two  heedis  lor  the 


cai^  will  provkbhoon^. 
'fte  camp  has  aee4  o€  i 


«pao> 


An  inilivithiii  or  ft 
0eeik4  to  save  m 

kairiftodgft  ind  sjlto  lor 
aifti  hidldioig.  Ube 


fler^  van  to  txmmpratveibtateet 
slim  sad  eaxapete.  Aservieedde 
used  v»i  wedid  he 
hufaliies  be  mwOe  to 
Mit^ftel  R.  Proeter,  PiO.  Box 
!166m  Mxibotm,  AK  ^511- 
06t0,  call  <907>  344-1221,  or 
Pftititershtp  Mustoos  Office  at 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205,  or  caU  601-968-3800. 


PmwtCkmrck^  Jmckmoa 


As  I  near  the  end  of  my  life.  I 
want  to  make  amends  to  people  / 
hurt  who  have  already  passed 
away.  How  can  /  do  thi.'s? 

On  a  sheet  of  paper,  list  all 
those  people  and  the  wrongs  you 
feel  you  committed.  Remember 
the  pain  and  sadness,  then  ask 
yourself,  “What  are  they  doing 
with  that  hurt  right  now?  What 
am  I  doing  with  &e  hurt?’’  Imag¬ 
ine  Jesus  looking  over  your 
shoulder  at  the  list  and  saying, 
“Come  to  me,  all  you  who  are 
weary  and  bu^ened,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke 
upon  you  and  learn  from  me...’’ 
(Matt.  11:28-29,  NIV).  In  my 
interoretation,  I  see  the  Lord  as  a 
daddy  who  understands  mistakes, 
comes  to  us,  and  helps  us  work 
through  difficulties  when  we 
truly  feel  sorry.  Now  take  the  list 
and  destroy  it,  thanking  God  for 
removing  sin  “as  far  as  the  east  is 
from  the  west”  (Ps.  103:12, 
NTV).  God  meets  us  in  our  hurts, 
especially  when  the  persons  we 
hurt  are  gone.  Don’t  end  up  car¬ 
rying  dead  burdens  that  will 
weigh  you  down  and  deprive  you 
of  freedom  and  a  fruitml  life  in 
the  time  you  have  left 

Fm  curious.  Where  do  Christ¬ 
ian  counselors  go  for  healing? 


I  am  asked  that  question  quite 
often.  God  gifts  us  with  unique 
talents;  I  am  amazed  when  I 
watch  an  accountant  work  with 
figures  or  a  mechanic  who 
knows  exactly  what  a  9/16 
wrench  looks  like.  Christian 
counselors  don’t  get  drained, 
because  God  gives  us  the  talents 
and  the  energy  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  ministry.  How¬ 
ever,  counselors  —  and  minis¬ 
ters  who  counsel  —  are  humans 
who  get  overextended  and 
exhausted  from  daily  demands. 
We  do  what  most  Christians  do: 
we  seek  a  quality  walk  with  the 
Lord  that  is  both  growing  and 
giving  of  strength  and  encour¬ 
agement.  The  next  best  way  for 
counselors  to  receive  healing  is 
from  a  group  of  people  to  whom 
they  are  accountable,  such  as 
other  therapists  or  a  support 
group.  I  know  counselors  who 
regularly  go  to  therapy  them¬ 
selves.  A  spouse  can  iMlp  if  the 
marriage  is  growing  and  the 
^ouse  takes  time  to  listen. 
Counselors  and  ministers  are 
mere  men  and  women  who  use 
their  gifts  to  minister  to  others, 
and  who  must  keep  in  mind  that 
they  are  finite.  A  supportive 
group  of  people  who  will  remind 
them  of  that  fact  is  essential  to 
their  healing  and  success. 


Send  yonr  comu^Oag  qncoUoaa  to  UfeAnawem  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  F.O.  Box  330,  Jmckaou,  US  30203-0330.  nemme  be  brief.  Ptmaae 
la  not  requited.  Betnemben  tn  ttnae  ofcHala,  your  pmator  can  make 
lecoBuaeadatloaa  on  your  ctHtnaellng  needa. 


new  prteans  Baptist  nieological  Semiiiaiy 
Alumni  Banquet  and  Program  —  Noon,  Nov.  1 
Baptist  Building  ^cyroom 
Tickets  will  not  be  available  after  October  26 


Rftgistratlon  Form 

Mak*  chack  payabla  to  Laa  County  Baptlat  Aaaooiatlon 

Nam*  _ _ 

Addraa* _ 

CHy _ Stat* _ Zip _ 

Enclosad  la  $ _ for  _ Banquet  raaarvatlona  -  $10  each 

Mall  to:  Laa  County  Baptist  Association,  P.O.  Box  133, 
Tupalo,  MS  38802-133 


B^^^SSS^^^^SBSBSS  Newbebron  (Lawrence):  Oct.  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wayne 
through  extension  centers  and  23-26;  Sunday,  11  ajn.  and  7  p.ni.;  Jenkins,  Louisiana  Convention, 
correspondence  courses,  pro-  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.in.;  W.A.  “Billy  evangelist;  Mike  Hennington. 
vides  theological  training  for  Smith,  Jackson,  evangelist;  Bemie  music, 
nearly  6,000  students,  making  Parker,  Columbia,  music;  Charles 

it  one  of  the  largest  theological  E.  Davis  Sr.,  pastor.  First,  Canton:  Oct.  16-19;  Sun- 

enterprises  in  the  world.  ^y>  10:15  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 

Pope  Church,  Pope:  Oct.  16-  Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Bob  Marsh. 
Mississippi  native  Sam  19;  Sunday,  11  am.  aixi  6:15  p.m.;  Atlanta,  Ga.,  evangelist;  Allen  Har- 
Hendry  will  be  music  leader  Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Albert  Wilker-  ris,  Oxford,  music;  Bill  Hurt,  pastor, 
for  the  Senior  Adult  Chau-  son,  evangelist;  Ken  Lewis,  music; 

tauqua  at  the  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  GJE.  Jolley,  interim  pastor.  East  Howard,  Biloxi:  Oct.  16- 

Conference  Center,  Oct.  17-21,  19;  9:45  a.m.  Sunday  School,  II 

and  for  Sunday  School  Week  at  Lincoln  Road,  Hattiesburg:  a.m.  worship,  dinner  in  fellowship 
Glorieta  (N.M.)  in  June,  1995.  Oct  16-19;  Sunday,  11  am.  arxl  6  hall,  afternoon  singing,  aixl  6  p.m.; 
A  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col-  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Sandy  Sher- 

lege,  Hendry  grew  up  in  Hat-  1  Oc®4n  Springs,  evangelist; 

tiesburg.  He  now  serves  as  Jimmy  Young,  music;  Curtis 

minister  of  education  at  Miller,  pastor. 

Immanuel  Church,  Shawnee, 


Celeste  Corey,  member  of  nationally-known  motivational 


Friendship  Church,  Grenada,  has 
|||■■|■■^^■|||  accepted  a  two- 
year  assignment 
with  Interna- 
tional 

Corps  the 
Foreign  Mission 
Board 

home  school- 
in^eaming  dis- 
f  abiijfjes  consul- 

tant  in  southern 
^  Asia  and  the 

Pacific.  Her  address  after  Nov.  1 
will  be  Tromolpos  1077,  Jakarta 
Pusat  10010,  Indonesia. 


Green’s  Creek  (Lebanon): 

I^CUEI  Sept,  25-28;  five  professions  of 

®  faith;  Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon,  evan- 

gelist;  Rick  Hamm,  Petal,  music; 

tucky,  he  has  pastured  churches  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  Michael  Routon,  pastor, 
there  and  in  Tennessee.  He  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

holds  master  of  divinity  and  Ten^le,  Big  Point:  Oct.  2-5;  12 

doctor  of  ministry  degrees  from  Paul  B.  Williamson  Jr.,  professions  of  faith;  Danny  Lamer, 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  retired  director  of  missions  for  evangelist;  Darmy  Langley,  music; 
Ky.  Attala  Association,  is  serving  as  Lance  Hoggatt,  pastor. 

interim  DOM  for  Choctaw 
Phil  Smith  became  minister  Association. 

Tom  Atwood  was  called  to  of  music  and  youth  at  Calvary 
First  Church,  Oxford,  as  pastor  Church,  Cleveland,  Aug.  7.  A  Louis  Lamar,  former  pastor 
effective  Sept.  25.  He  moves  to  native  of  Jackson,  he  formerly  of  Mt.  Sinai  Mission  in  Tupelo, 

Oxford  from  Douglasville,  Ga.,  served  Diamondhead  Church  is  now  pastor  of  the  Macedonia 
where  he  was  pastor  of  Prays  and  Pineview  Church,  Clinton,  Missionary  Church  in  Panama 
Mill  Church.  A  native  of  Ken-  in  similar  positions.  He  is  a  City,  Fla. 


David  Barrett  Eastland  has 
accepted  the  call  of  Park  Lake 
Church,  Waco,  Texas,  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  education,  effective  Sept. 
1 1 .  He  received  his  education  at 
Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


New  Hope,  Starkville:  Oct.  16- 
19;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Frankie  Rogers.  evangeli.st: 
Dudley  Brasher.  mu.sic;  Bob  Bran- 


First,  Leakesville:  Sept.  4-7; 
four  professions  of  faith;  Danny 
Lanier,  evangeli.st;  H.  Gregg 
Thomas,  pastor. 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 
heatehs;  pumps 
FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIOE 
1-80O-15I-0S7* 

FBERGLASS  BAPTISTKY  CQ 
3511  HIXSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415j 


First,  Pecan  Grove,  Ellisville: 
Aug.  14-17;  one  profession  of  faith: 
Earl  Reyer,  Houston,  Texas,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Boyd  Tweedy.  Petal,  music; 
Dave  Moran,  pastor. 

Lynn  Ray  Road,  Petal:  Sept. 
18-21;  three  professions  of  faith; 
Dale  Patterson,  Pensacola,  Fla., 
evangelist;  Charles  Walker,  music; 
income  areas.  Daniel  and  Sharon  Bradley,  Emmett  Boone,  pastor. 

World  Changers  continues  to  missionaries  to  Kenya  are  on  the 
offer  age-sproific  projects  not  only  field  (address:  P.O.  Box  30405, 
for  senior  Ugh  youths,  but  also  for  Nairobi,  Kenya).  He  is  a  native  of 
junior  high,  college  students,  and  Gulfport.  The  former  Sharon 
senior  adults.  Freret,  she  was  bom  in  Gulfport 

Senior  high  projects  are  for  and  grew  up  in  Saucier, 
youths  who  tme  completed  one  of 

*  '  “  William  and  Peggy  Hart,  Bap¬ 

tist  representatives  to  Yemen,  have 
arrived  on  the  field  to  begin  their 
first  term  of  service  (address:  Box 
250,  Sana’a,  Yemen).  Both  are 
natives  of  Mississippi.  He  was 
bom  in  Hattiesburg  and  lived  in 
Petal  and  Brookhaven.  The  former 
Peg^  Simmons,  she  was  bom  in 
Hattiesburg  and  considers  Petal 
her  hometown. 


World  Changers  to  work  Missionary 

in  19  U.S.  cities  in  1995 


SINCE  1898 
RENOVATION 
PEWS 

1 -800-5.17 -47Z3 
WACO,  TEXAS 


RATE;  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
edverfMnQ.  Include  name,  address,  zk>  code,  and  phone  numtier  in  word  count. 
No  bind  ads. 


YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in 

Atlanta,  Orlando,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Boston,  Toronto,  Buf¬ 
falo  for  1995  summer  mission 
projects.  We  provide  meals,  lodg¬ 
ing,  assignment.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  costs,  call  Dr.  Harry 
Fowler,  Youth  on  Mission,  Box 
2095,  Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802 
(919)985-4499. 


Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800- 
349-2882. 


East  Forest,  Forest:  Oct.  23;  lowed  by  diimer  on  the  grounds; 
1 1  a.m.;  dinner  on  the  ground;  Malcolm  Massey,  former  pastor, 
gospel  singing,  2  p.m.  with  the  guest  speaker;  Tony  Hinton, 
Cedar  Ridge  Band;  Frank  Morgan,  music;  Daryl  Oster,  pastor, 
pastor. 

Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston:  Oct 
New  Hope  (Marion):  Oct.  16;  16;  11  a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship 

11  a.m.  covered  dish  lunch  at  hall,  noon;  afternoon  singing  with 
noon;  evening  service  at  7  p.m.;  Sonrise  of  Philadelphia,  1  p.m.;  no 
Thurman  Stone,  Charlotte,  N.C..  night  service;  Greg  Foster,  pastor, 
church’s  pastor  1944-45,  guest 

speaker;  Kent  Campbell,  pastor.  Ridgeway,  Vicksburg:  Oct. 

,  30;  Suiiday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  din- 

Robinhood,  Brandon:  30th  ner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon:  after¬ 
anniversary;  Oct.  30;  11  a.m..  noon  singing,  1:30;  no  night  ser- 
lunch  at  noon:  1:30  p.m.  service  vice;  Charles  Tyler,  guest  speaker, 
featuring  The  Revelations:  no  Harry  L.  Cole,  pastor, 
night  .service;  Bill  Causey,  execu¬ 
tive  director,  Mississippi  Bapti.st  Briarwood,  Meridian:  Oct. 
Convention  Board,  gue.st  .speicer;  16;  10:45  a.m.;  dirmer  in  fellow¬ 
ship  haU,  nddn;l)urning  of  family 
life  building  note:  Lisa  Fikes, 
music;  Thomas  J.  Wood,  pastor, 
speaker. 


Harold  and  Joyce  Watson, 

missionaries  to  the  Iliilippines,  are 
on  the  field  (address:  P.O.  Box 
80322,  Davao  City  8(X)0,  Philip¬ 
pines.)  He  is  a  native  of  Brooklyn. 
The  former  Joyce  Daniel,  she  was 
bom  in  Dallas. 


CHOCTAW  BAPTIST  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION  is  seeking  a  new  director  of 
missions.  If  you  are  interested, 
please  serKf  your  resume  to:  P.O. 
FOR  SALE:  TC3S  Allen  Church  Box  716.  Ackerman,  MS  39735. 
Organ.  Great  organ  for  small 

church.  $2,200.  (601)  856-2101.  FREE  INFORMATION  about  a 

1 9-year  study  of  the  book  of  "The 
Revelation."  A  non-denomination- 
al  exposition  revealing  how  close 
we  are  to  the  ‘rapture,  tribula¬ 
tion,"  and  the  "second  coming." 
Write  Maranatha  Publications. 
329  S.  Mayfair  Ave.  #354,  Daly 
City.  CA  94015-1404  or  call  toll 
BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR,  free  1 -800-754-4740. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


W  Cushions  W  Baptistries 
■k  Steeples  k  Renovation 
k  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(flew  and  Used) 


WOODLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Columbus,  Miss.,  seeks  Minister 
of  Music/Youth.  If  interested,  con¬ 
tact:  Woodland  Baptist  Church, 
3033  Ridge  Road,  Columbus,  MS 
39701 :  caU  (601)  327-6689/7432. 


WaUace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Zion  Hill  (Copiah):  111th 
anniversary;  Oct.  30;  1 1  a.m.,  fol- 


ig  rooms  at  MBMC..  All  proceeds  will  oo  to  support  BSU  missions.  The 
ilannino  committee,  pictured,  from  left,  are  KMiin  Warrington,  Leslie 
ilford,  Margaret  TIutm,  and  Shannon  Love.  For  more  information,  con- 


Just  for  the  Record 


itract 

aunt. 


Tomnolen  Church  (Webster)^  recently  received  a  donation  of  land  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AA  Webb  (center),  former  members  of  the  church.  The 
land,  which  borders  the  church’s  property,  will  spare  the  congregation 
from  having  to  consider  relocating  due  to  highway  expansion  near  its 
facilities.  Also  pictured  are  J.B.  Rowe  (left),  pastor,  and  Jimmy  Crick, 
chairman  of  deacons. 


Josle  Bridges  (right)  was 
crowned  queen  Sept.  25  during  a 
missions  organization  recogniza- 
tion  service  held  by  Highland 
Church,  Crystal  Springs.  She  is  the 
first  Acteen  in  several  years  at 
Highland  to  achieve  the  award. 
Linda  Courtney  (left)  is  Acteen 
leader. 


Highland  Church,  CryMI  Springs,  recognized  12  Royal  Ambassadors, 
along  with  18  Mission  Friends  and  (jlirls  in  Action,  for  their  accomplish¬ 
ments  during  a  special  service  Sept.  25.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are  (front 
row)  Bradley  Anderson,  Micheal  Thornton,  Dusty  Kees,  Luke  Rials, 
Matthew  Whrte,  Todd  Clements;  (second  row)  Jonathan  White,  Christo¬ 
pher  Thornton,  Chase  Dear,  Daniel  White,  Stephen  Sims,  Kelly  McLendon; 
(back  row)  Fraltk  McLendon,  Dwight  Turner,  and  Mark  Anderson,  RA 


Juniper  Grove  Church  (Peart  Rhrer)  recently  recognized  Hazel  Ladner 
(left)  and  Annie  Smith  (center)  upon  their  retirement  as  Sunday  School 
teachers.  Both  of  the  ladies  had  taught  nearly  60  years.  Pastor  Phil  Han- 
berry  (right)  presented  the  long-time  teachers  with  a  plaque  on  behalf  of 
the  congregation. 


Heather  Ladd  (left)  and  Tara 
Cody  were  honored  Sept.  25  by 
Bethel  Church,  Monticello,  during  a 
Girls  in  Action  recognition  service. 
Each  received  badges  for  their 
achievements.  Paul  E.  Smith  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

Bill  Gothard’s  Institute  in 
Basic  Life  Principles  win  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  Jackson  Municipal 
Auditofiam,  Oct  24-29.  The  con- 
feraices  will  include  Discovering 
God’s  Win,  Establisi^  Marriage 
Harmony,  Overcoming  Fear  and 
Wony,  Reserving  Family  Conflicts, 
and  Conquering  Destractive  Habits. 
CkD  (601)  981-0832  for  more  infor- 
matkxL  Giotq)  deadline  registratioa 
is  Oct  17. 


Tho  Baptist  Btudont  Union  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  will 
sponsor  a  ^  market  Oct.  31  from  1 1 :30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  in  tho  private  din- 


tact  Kathryn  Bearden  at  968-5144. 
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Houston  Road  Church,  Lau- 
reL  win  o^r  a  drama,  "Judgment 
House"  on  Oct  21-31  as  an  abema- 
tive  to  Hanoween.  The  church  has 
presented  this  drama  for  the  past 
three  yean  and  the  number  visi- 
ton  1^  gone  firom  2, (MX)  to  8,(X)0. 
Last  year  there  were  486  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  2,(XX)  rededica¬ 
tions.  There  is  no  attendance  fee  but 
reservations  should  be  made  for 
large  groups.  Sam  Husser  is  pastor. 
Can  (601)  649-4349  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

Pearson  Road  Church,  Pearl, 
will  hold  a  fall  festival  featuring 
ciafis,  food,  and  enteitainment  Oct 
2Z  from  8  a.m.  to  3  pjn.  Fot  more 
information,  caU  (601)  939-1657  or 
939-9290. 

First  Cfanrch,  Vicksburg,  wUl 
host  the  muric/drama  groin)  ‘^ber¬ 
ated  Wailing  Wafr"  of  Cafifomia  in 
a  performance,  Oct  IS  at  7  p.m. 
Admission  is  free,  but  a  love  ofier- 


Membun  of  Soutbsida  Chureh,  Yazoo  City,  celebrated  the  retirement 
of  its  debt  with  a  notebuming  ceremony  Sept.  18.  Participating  were  (left 
to  right)  Howard  Smith,  Yazoo  Association  director  of  missions;  Ernest 
Robertson,  chairman  of  deacons;  Jim  Everett,  pastor;  Buck  Guthrie,  trea¬ 
surer;  and  deacons  Henry  Scarborough,  Max  Twiner,  and  Jimmy  Davis. 


ing  will  be  taken.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  church  at  (601) 
636-2493.  Jim  Hess  is  minister  of 


The  Missiasippi  State  Universi¬ 
ty’s  (MSU)  Baptist  Student  Union 
Alumni  Fellowship  will  host  its 
annual  homecoming  luncheon  Oct 
22  at  11  a.m.,  prior  to  the  MSU- 
Tulane  University  football  game. 
The  free  buffet  be  held  at  the 
BSU  center.  Business  agenda  for 
the  meal  will  include  election  of 
officers,  adoption  of  the  1994-95 


budget,  and  announcemeiii  of  out¬ 
standing  alumnus.  After  the  game, 
the  BSU  will  serve  an  evening 
meal.  Cost  is  $3.50  for  adults.  $2 
for  children. 


OopsI 


A  photo  cutline  published  in  the 
"Names  in  the  News"  section  of 
the  Oct.  6  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record  failed  to  identify  Lewis 
Purvis,  newly-elected  deacon  of 
Concord  Church,  Pelahatchie. 


WilTi. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  Editor  policy 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  printed.  No  ntulti-copy  or  form  letters  will 
be  used. 

All  correspondence  is  subject  to  editing.  Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words. 

No  more  than  one  letter  wUl  be  printed  during  a  3-moiith  period  from 
any  individual.  Each  conespondent  must  include  an  address  and  the  namp 
of  his  or  her  church. 

When  in  the  judgment  of  the  editor  a  given  issue  has  received  suffi¬ 
cient  attention,  correspondence  dealing  with  that  subject  will  be  terminat¬ 
ed. 

In  special  instances,  when  identifying  the  writer  of  a  letter  might  cause 
undue  embarrassment,  the  name  will  be  withheld. 

Correspondents  should  refrain  frtxn  personal  attacks. 


Hand  in  hand 

Editor: 

The  Pontotoc  Association  has 
just  completed  their  five  night  old- 
fashioned  tent  revival,  with  over 
8,000  people  attending.  Walter  K. 
Ayers,  from  Texas,  was  the  evan¬ 
gelist.  More  than  28  churches 
sponsored  the  revival  and  54  souls 
responded  during  the  invitation. 
This  was  truly  a  heaven-sent 
revival. 

From  this  revival  many  truths 
were  discovered.  We  found  out 
that  the  local  association  continues 
to  work  closely  with  the  local 
churches.  George  Steward,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions,  was  leading  the 
way  for  the  revival  to  be  so  effec¬ 
tive.  As  a  pastor,  I  encourage  other 
associations  to  join  side  by  side  in 
reaching  your  community  for 
Jesus.  We  also  found  that  local 
pastors  hunger  to  work  together. 
TOs  crusade  was  hard  woik:  feed¬ 
ing  children,  parking  cars,  setting 
up  the  big  tent,  preparing  coun- 
.selors,  and  countless  other  jobs. 
All  this  was  possible  by  the  heart 
to  heart  work  of  local  pastors  and 
members  reaching  this  communi¬ 
ty.  The  greatest  truth  we  discov¬ 
ered  was  the  joy  of  seeing  souls 
come  to  Jesus.  This  is  the  heart¬ 
beat  of  Southern  Baptists  and  oh, 
how  our  hearts  were  blessed. 

I  want  to  encourage  other  asso- 
ciations.to  join  togetter,  church  by 
church.  p;istor  by  pastor,  reaching 
their  community  for  Jesus.  The  joy 
will  be  eternal. 

W.H.  Sims  111,  pastor 

First  Church 

Pontotoc 

Mama's  treasures 

Editor. 

Quilting  is  definitely  alive  and 
well  in  Nfrssissippi.  Indeed,  it  has 
become  a  thriving  business,  but 
for  the  fabric  makers,  book  pub¬ 
lishers,  and  notions  suppliers  — 
not  for  the  quilters  who  stitch 
them.  Women  (and  men)  quilt 
from  a  love  'of  stitching,  a  ne^  to 
create,  an<jl  a  desire  to  share 
warmth  and;  love  with  family  and 
friends.  About  300  hours  and  $50- 
75  might  be  the  minimum  require¬ 
ment  if  one  set  about  to  make  a 
auilt  for  sale.  Most  quilters  give 
their  quilts  to  children  and  gi^- 
children,  and  no  amount  of  money 
could  buy  the  love  stitched  into 
these  pieces. 

Quilts  are  often  made  as 
fundraisers,  but  the  money  gener¬ 


ated  is  often  secondary  to  what 
really  happens  at  such  an  event. 
Stitching  a  group  quilt  frequently 
nurtures  the  members  and  solidi¬ 
fies  friendships  in  a  way  no  other 
activity  could.  I  hope  you  are 
lucky  enough  to  still  have  one  of 
your  Mama’s  quilts.  Be  sure  it  has 
a  label  stitched  to  the  back  so 
future  generations  will  know  about 
this  special  person  widi  this  spe¬ 
cial  t^ent.  I  think  she  would  have 
fit  right  in  with  us  in  the  Missis- 
sifm  Quilt  Association  (MQA)! 

Martha  W.  Gim 

MQA  past  president 

Hattiesburg 

Coalition  meeting 

Editor. 

Three  thousand  Christians 
gathered  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Sept.  15-17  at  the  Washington 
Hilton.  The  impact  brought  out 
every  major  news  service. 

Why  has  the  Christian  Coali¬ 
tion  got  the  attention  of  the  media? 
It  was  hardly  coveted  ei^t  years 
ago  when  it  started.  Christian- 
bas^g  has  been  prqjular  rhetoric. 
Christians  have  bMn  called  “poor, 
uneducated,  and  easy  to  com¬ 
mand”;  but  now  both  liberal  and 
conservative  news  coverage  and 
politicians  are  courting  “Chris¬ 
tians.”  They  know  this  coalition  is 
promoting  Christian- Judeo  teach¬ 
ings  and  ^  views  of  the  founding 
fathers  that  were  based  on  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Bible.  America,  turning 
fr^  these  principles,  has  become 
a  liberal  nation  where  “each  man 
does  what  is  right  in  his  own 
eyes.” 

Speakers  included  Peter  Mar¬ 
shall;  Phil  Gramm;  William  Ben¬ 
nett;  Lamar  Alexa^r,  Elizabeth 
D(^;  Rabbi  Daniel  L^nn;  Father 
Michael  Scanlon;  Gianna  Jesson 
(the  wonderful  17-year-old  who 
was  aborted  at  seven  months  and 
lives  to  give  her  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  right  to  life);  Kay  James 
(Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  for  the  state  of  Virginia); 
Bishop  Knox,  principal  of  ^^g- 
field  High  School,  Jackson);  Dan 
Quayle;  Gary  Bauer;  Phyllis 
Schlafly;  David  Barton;  Elliott 
Abrams;  Alan  Keyes;  Dick 
Chen^;  etc. 

Michael  Medved,  chief  film 
critic  for  the  New  York  Times,  a 
conservative  Jewish  man,  said 
movies  have  gone  from  silent  to 
unq)eakable!  Ht  stated  that  Jewish 
people  stand  with  Christians  on 
moral  values.  He  ur^d  every 
American  to  watch  less  TV  —  diat 


the  average  person  watches  28 
hours  per  week  and  13  years,  total. 

Don  Feder,  an  attorney,  colum¬ 
nist  and  editorial  writer  for  the 
Boston  Herald  stated  that  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  abortions  a  year  is  an  unmiti¬ 
gated  tragedy;  t^t  gay  rights  are 
neither  (gay  nor  right)  and  that  the 
effort  to  separate  morality  from 
sexuality  is  pernicious.  He  stated 
61%  of  Americans  reject  same-sex 
marriage  and  83%  agree  with  Dan 
(^ayle.  He  opposes  the  “Rainbow 
Curriculum”  [which  introduces] 
“Daddy  has  a  Roommate”  and 
“Heather  Has  Two  Mommies” 
into  the  public  schools  for  first  and 
sectxid  graders. 

Sen.  Trent  Lott  (Miss.)  talked 
about  the  art  of  government  when 
Christians,  God-fearing  people, 
did  not  get  involved,  and  "this  was 
the  wrong  thing!  We  are  going  to 
get  involved;  This  is  our  govern¬ 
ment,  too.”  &n.  Lott  pray^  “Oh 
God,  give  os  die  strength  to  stand 
for  something,  lest  we  fidl  for  any¬ 
thing!” 

Peter  MaishaU  says  he  believes 
America  has  less  than  five  years  to 
heal  our  broken  covenant  with 
God.  “We’re  in  the  last  of  the 
ninth  inning!  Decay  is  massive!  If 
the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what 
will  the  righteous  do?”  He  sug¬ 
gests  recovering  our  lost  sense  of 
direction;  turn  from  apathy  and 
self-centeredness;  “let  God’s  heal¬ 
ing  and  restoration  come  from  the 
b<mom  up  —  from  the  citizenry  to 
the  Unit^  States  government!” 

Sarah  Peugh 

Aberdeen 

Questions  morality 

Editor: 

I  am  sure  your  desk  is  covered 
with  mail  concerning  the  recent 
action  by  the  trustees  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  College.  If  anyone  is  keeping 
score,  this  letter  can  be  filed  under 
“No  Way.” 

I  seriously  question  the  morali¬ 
ty  of  this  action.  We  \tississippi 
Baptists  have  built  MC  to  its  cur¬ 
rent  stature  through  our  sacrificial 
financial  support.  The  assets  of  the 
school  were  bought  and  paid  for 
by  the  money  of  Mississippi  Bi^ 
lists.  MC  belongs  to  ns,  not  tM 
board  of  trustees.  This  coup  is 
nothing  less  than  the  theft  of 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  prop¬ 
erty.  Oh,  it  may  have  been  legal, 
but  it  sure  wasn’t  moral. 

The  trustees  stated  they  wanted 
to  distance  the  school  from 
denominational  politics.  This 
action  has  done  nothing  but  insure 
the  school’s  involvement  in  poli¬ 
tics  —  the  politics  of  fear.  The 
trustees  need  to  be  honest  and 
state  their  fear  to  be  the  school’s 
falling  into  the  tumds  of  the  con¬ 
servative  wing  of  the  SBC.  Many 
conservatives  see  this  move  as  a 
“throwing  down  of  the  gauntlet.”  I 
believe  the  trustees  will  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  bow  many  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  pick  it  iq>. 

I  reel  that  the  trustees  are  set¬ 
ting  off  on  dieir  own  course.  Their 
actions  certainly  don’t  reflect  the 
intent  of  MC’s  founders.  The 


school  was  established  to  help 
Mississippi  Baptist  people.  Our 
neighboring  states  have  founded 
sch^ls  to  telp  their  people  obtain 
a  Christian-based  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  I  don’t  think  that  guerrilla 
competition  with  our  sister  states 
is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Let’s  keep  the  focus  on  Mis- 
siss^i! 

I  agree  with  Vickery’s  senti¬ 
ments.  Let’s  maintain  a  cordial 
and  meaningful  relationship.  At 
November’s  convention,  let’s  cor¬ 
dially  remove  all  funding  for  MC 
from  the  budget  by  a  meaningful 
majority  vote.  This  is  one  issue 
which  demands  a  “no  compro¬ 
mise”  stand.  In  my  opinion,  either 
die  trustees  of  Mississippi  (College 
return  the  school  to  its  proper 
owners,  or  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  must  sever  all  ties  to 
the  university  to  retain  its  integri¬ 
ty- 

Keith  Powell,  pastor 

East  Louisville  Church 

Louisville 

Support  trustees 

Editor 

As  professing  Christians, 
Southern  Bqitists,  and  contribut¬ 
ing  alumni  of  Mississippi  College, 
we  wish  to  express  our  support  for 
the  recent  vote  concerning  the 
trustees  of  Mississippi  College. 

We  believe  that  the  Mississipm 
Baptist  Convention  has  bravely 
held  to  its  time-honored  Mississip¬ 
pi  tradition  to  withstand  outside 
influence  and  bold  to  the  founding 
principles  of  the  Bs^tist  denomi¬ 
nation,  but  we  are  reUeved  Missis- 
si;^  Allege  has  had  the  courage 
to  further  protect  itself  from  any 
deterioration  of  those  {irinciples  by 
unknown  future  events. 

We  fear  that  many  Baptists  in 
other  areas  have  lost  their  grip  on 
two  of  our  most  defining  beliefs 
—  I .  The  belief  that  each  person 
has  the  privilege  and  re.sponsibilily 
to  relate  directly  to  God  without 
the  necessity  of  intervention  by 
human  authority,  whether  it  be 
priest  or  pastor,  aiid  2.  the  belief 
that  each  church  community  shall 
come  together  before  God  only  in 
deciding  its  purpose  and  mission. 
Though  we  fully  believe  it  is  in 
communitv  that  we  reach  the 
deepest  understanding  of  God,  we 
eqiudly  believe  the  unique  Baptist 
revelation  that  no  human  hierarchy 
should  exist  that  decides  another 
person’s  personal  beliefs.  We 
remember  those  were  some  of  the 
mimary  reasons  for  the  Protestant 
keformatioD.  In  addition,  we  fully 
support  the  basic  American  princi- 
;de  of  freedom  of  religion,  ^en  in 
the  religious  institution,  we 
believe  it  is  unjust  and  morally 
wrong  to  tell  a  professing  Christ¬ 
ian  what  they  must  believe, 
according  to  another  person,  in 
order  to  keep  their  job.  That  is 
establishing  a  second  creed,  and 
being  non-oeedal  is  another  of  the 
basic  foundations  of  the  true  Biq>- 
tist. 

Certainly  we  understand  many 
people  do  believe  in  a  formal 


creed,  a  church  hierarchy,  and  iIk' 
ncce.s.sily  of  a  human  intcrces.sor 
to  approach  God.  Wc  just  don’t 
believe  that  describes  the  true 
B<q>tisl. 

M.D.  and  Marijane  Whitfield 

Clinton 

Trustees  usurped 

Editor: 

Lord  Acton  was  right  — 
“Power  tends  to  corrupt,  and 
absolute  power  corrupts  absolute¬ 
ly.” 

Trustee  means  one  who  is  trust¬ 
ed  to  manage  another’s  property. 

The  Mississippi  College  trus¬ 
tees  who  have  stolen  the  college 
from  the  Convention  would  never 
have  been  appointed  if  the  Con¬ 
vention  had  known  what  those 
trustees  would  do.  They  did  not 
even  notify  other  trustees  or  Con¬ 
vention  leaders  until  the  deed  was 
done. 

The  rules  of  the  first  MC  trus¬ 
tees  said:  “With  the  one  only  con¬ 
sideration  that  should  the  Denomi¬ 
nation  fail  to  keep  up  a  school 
upon  the  property,  it  reverts  back 
to  the  tru.stees.”  Sounds  to  me  like 
the  trustees  can  take  over  only 
uiKler  that  situation.  So  where  did 
the  trustees  get  the  authority  to 
take  over  the  college,  or  to  usurp 
the  Convention’s  power  to  appoint 
trustees,  or  to  set  the  number  the 
Convention  could  appoint? 

When  there  is  to  be  a  majority 
(18)  of  trustees,  selected  by  them¬ 
selves,  with  only  a  token  number 
(six)  iqrpointed  by  the  Convention, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  latter  is  only 
witxiow-dressing  which  eventually 
would  be  changed  to  none  by  the 
Convention. 

The  reason  given  by  the 
usurpers  for  the  t^eover  was  the 
fear  (unfounded)  of  a  takeover  by 
the  “fundamentalists."  The  same 
argument  was  used  in  the  Baylor 
takeover.  This  is  a  foolish  argu¬ 
ment  —  but  probably  was  the  4)nly 
one  tlK*y  could  come  up  with.  TIk* 
real  objective  is  power. 

If  this  situation  cannot  be 
resolved  any  other  way.  it  should 
be  taken  to  court. 

Remember  that  Harvard,  Yale. 
Dartmouth,  and  many  others  were 
once  Christian  schools,  but  are 
anything  but  that  now.  It  can  ha;)- 
pen  here,  too.  We  need  to  spend  a 
lot  of  time  in  prayer  —  for  MC, 
the  usurpers,  tM  Convention,  for 
wisdom  for  this  situation,  and 
most  of  all  for  a  great  spiritual 
awakening. 

Joe  G.  Canzotieri 

Jackson 


Oops! 


An  item  in  the  “Briefs”  box  on 

Ege  1  of  the  Sept.  29  issue  of  The 
iptist  Record  (“Hong  Kong  pol¬ 
icy  changes”)  incorrectly  identi¬ 
fied  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
East  Asia  area  director  as  Linda 
Pearson.  The  director’s  name  is 
Faye  Pearson. 


Uniform 

Accepting  responsibility 


Bible  Book 

Plan  for  the  Gentiles 


Life  and  Work 

'  Danger! 


By  Richard  Bradley 
1  Samuel  8 


God  never  intended  for  his  people  to  have  a  long.  His 
people  were  never  meant  to  be  like  all  the  other  peoples  of 
the  earth.  They  alone  were  to  be  ^dal  and  oniqiiely  his. 
However,  this  was  not  what  the  peq>le  wanted.  They  want¬ 
ed  to  be  just  like  everyone  else.  If  every  o^r  nation  had  a 
king,  they  wanted  a  king  also  and  so  they  asked  for  mie. 

God  always  wanted  to  their  king  but  they  wanted  anoth¬ 
er  to  rule  over  them.  It  was  Samuel  who  called  the  petqde 
aside  to  remind  them  their  demand  for  a  Iditg  would  have 
consequences. 

Israel’s  elders  asked  Samuel  to  select  a  king  to  rule 
over  them  (w.  4*5).  A  study  of  tfns  insistence  that  Samud 
select  a  king  for  Israel  should  he^  us  to  seriously  consider 
the  repercussions  of  our  dedsions  and  actions. 

No  doubt,  there  were  some  good  kings  in  Israel,  some 
who  followed  God.  However,  Ae  minority  of  these  men 
turned  the  peofde  away  from  God  and  oftra  oppressed 
them  terribly.  Of  course,  neither  the  pet^le  nm'  their  elders 
knew  the  future,  they  could  not  foresee  how  tfieir  demand 
for  a  king  would  result  in  the  reign  of  men  like  Ahab  and 
Manasseh.  But,  while  they  could  not  know  the  future,  we 
can  look  back  to  die  past  and  remind  ourselves  that  there 
will  always  be  repercussions  for  our  dedsions  and  actions. 
Having  demanded  a  king,  the  people  would  be  without 
excuse.  Having  rejected  God  as  their  king,  the  people 
chose  to  trust  in  the  atm  of  flesh  rather  tb^  the  strong  arm 
of  God.  A  deadly  decision! 

Samuel  prayed  to  God  abont  the  elder’s  request  (v. 

6).  Samud  knew  bow  wrong  this  request  was.  No  doubt,  it 
must  have  really  wounded  1^.  Had  these  people  kamed 
nodung  during  his  ministry?  What  Samud  did  next  dioukl 
lead  us  to  turn  to  God  more  consistendy  widi  our  concerns. 
Samuel  didn’t  lecture,  be  didn’t  grieve  over  their  decision, 
he  simply  went  to  God  in  payer. 

When  Samuel  heard  the  news,  verse  6  tells  us  that  be 
was  displeased,  literally,  his  countenance  was  changed. 
Concerned  and  upset,  Samuel  went  to  God  in  prayer. 

Notice  that  this  was  the  first  thing  be  dkl;  not  the  last  We 
often  treat  prayer  as  a  last  resort.  When  everydung  else  has 
failed  we  can  always  pray!  When  all  of  our  plans  have 
gone  sour,  then  we  can  l^g  God  in  on  the  deal.  Prayer 
was  never  meant  to  be  a  last  resort.  God  wants  us  to  access 
all  of  his  power  and  resources  and  the  way  we  do  this  is 
through  prayer.  We’ve  not  done  our  best  until  we’ve 
prayed  t^ause  prayer  puts  us  in  touch  with  the  best  that 
God  has  to  offer. 

God  instructed  Samud  to  grant  the  dders’  request, 
but  also  to  warn  them  (w.  7-9).  Their  lives  would  change 
radically  when  lived  under  a  king’s  rule  —  they  alone  were 
responsible  for  their  decisions  a^  actions.  Oh,  God  would 
be  there,  as  usual,  to  pick  up  the  pieces,  but  they  would 
bring  it  all  upon  themselves  becahse  of  their  shortsighted¬ 
ness. 

It  is  important  to  remind  ourselves  that  when  people 
reject  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  they  are  not  rejecting  us,  but 
they  are  rejecting  God.  God  wanted  Samuel  to  understand 
that  this  matter  was  between  himself  and  the  people. 

Samuel  was  not  to  take  it  personally.  He  was,  however,  to 
remind  the  people  of  the  consequences  of  their  actions;  of 
what  choosing  a  king  would  mean  to  them.  They  would 
become  more  like  the  nations  of  the  worid  than  they  bar¬ 
gained  for.  God  wanted  Samuel  to  be  honest  and  up  front 
with  the  people,  to  tell  the  whole  truth.  In  holy  boldness, 
Samuel  returned  to  the  people  with  the  Word  of  God. 

Hearing  the  words  and  warnings  of  Samuel,  the  peo- , 
pie  requested  that  he  pray  for  them  (12:19-25).  Notice  ^ 
that  the  people  did  not  take  back  ^ir  request  for  a  long. 
They  made  no  attempt  to  undo  tic  wrong  they  bad  done. 
However,  they  did  do  the  next  best  thing.  They  asked  the 
man  of  God  to  pray  for  them.  If  nothing  else,  this  request 
ought  to  motivate  us  to  pray  for  each  other. 

A  request  for  prayer  is  a  solemn  occasion.  When  we 
commit  ourselves  to  praying  for  others,  this  is  a  serious 
responsibility.  How  many  of  us  promise  to  pray  for  others 
and  never  do  so?  God  help  us  to  be  a  people  of  prayer  and 
to  know  of  the  rich  dividends  reaped  by  others  because  of 
the  time  we  invested  in  prayer  on  their  behalf 

Bradley  is  pastor,  Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport. 


By  Raymond  Kolb 
EphesiansS 


It  has  now  been  made  clear  that  God’s  purpose  an^lan 
include  (jentiles  as  well  as  Jews.  Jews  ot  Gentiles  in  Cbiist 
are  saved.  The  barrier  between  Jews  and  Gentiles  has  been 
removed  by  Christ  Christian  Jews  and  (Christian  Gentiles 
are  togetiier  in  the  frimily  God.  “Fn'  this  reason  1,  Paul, 
the  prisoner  of  Christ  Je^  for  tic  sake  of  you  GerttUes....” 
(v.  1).  Because  Paul  knows  the  Gentiles  are  included  in 
God’s  {dan  and  because  God  has  called  him  specifically  to 
be  his  messenger  to  tile  Gentiles  he,  Paul,  is  willing  to  be  a 
prisoner  and  to  suffer  in  order  to  ^  God’s  message  to 
them.  Because  of  Us  faithfulness  in  preaching  the  goorel  to 
the  Gentiles  Paul  was  in  {nisoo  more  dian  once,  indiKBng 
die  time  in  which  dus  letter  was  wrinetL 

Paul’s  insighf  info  God’s  purpose  (w.  2-7).  At  the  end 
of  verse  1,  Paid  seems  to  stop  briefly  before  contiruiing 
with  the  thoughts  he  was  abrat  to  present  He  does  this  in 
order  to  e^pUw  more  completely  his  understanding  of 
God’s  purpose  and  how  G^  had  chosen  him  and  given  to 
him  the  teq>onsibility  of  ministry  to  the  Gentiles.  He  had 
already  sta^  this  but  many  of  us  have  trouble  understand¬ 
ing  sometUng  new  the  first  time  we  hear  it.  So  Paul  dunks 
it  necessary  to  rqreat,  or  to  explain  more  fully,  this  “mys¬ 
tery,”  or  “secret  plan,”  of  God  which  many  Jews  had 
refused  to  accept  arxl  even  some  of  the  apostles  were  slow 
to  gra^.  Paul  had  prayed  earnestly  that  they  might  be  able 
to  understand  (1:15-19)  and  now  te  does  his  part  by 
explaining  more  folly. 

They  must  have  heard  already  that  God  had  given  to 
Um,  Paul,  the  “administration,”  or  “stewaidshq>,”  of  God’s 
grace  in  order  that  he  mi^  pass  it  on  to  them.  Paul  had 
received  dus  “mystery,”  or  “secret  pip,”  by  special  revela¬ 
tion  from  God.  Ife  is  a  steward  to  (teliver  dm  message  to 
the  Gentiles  wherever  they  are.  And  here  it  is  —  “T& 
mystery  is  that  tfarougb  the  gospel  the  Gentiles  are  heirs 
toother  with  Israel,  memb^  together  of  one  body,  and 
sh^ts  tog^her  in  the  promise  in  Christ  Jesus”  (v.  6).  The 
word  translated  “Gentiles”  refers  to  nations,  races,  peoples 
or  people  groups,  etc.  It  must  be  understood  that  the  gospel 
is  tor  all  races  and  for  all  people.  Paul  feels  that  be  is 
tremendously  blessed  to  receive  such  a  calling.  To  be  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  God  is  a  gift  of  God’s  grace,  an  undeserved  gift. 

Paul’s  ministry  to  flie  Gentiles  (w.  8-13).  Paul  appar¬ 
ently  remembers  bow  be  persputed  Christians  before  his 
encounter  with  the  living  Christ  and  thinks  of  himself  as  the 
least  of  God’s  pet^le.  He  is  overwhelmed  by  God’s  grace 
in  allowing  turn  to  be  the  medal  messenger  to  the  Gratiles, 
and  to  share  in  that  plan  which  God  had  Irept  secret  but  is 
now  revealing.  But  Paul  is  not  the  only  one  to  have  this 
privilege.  Now  it  is  through  the  church  (all  God’s  petmle) 
that  tus  plan  is  to  be  carried  out  As  Paul  had  been  called 
upon  to  render  faithful  stewardship,  now  the  entire  church 
is  being  called  to  the  same  task  “according  to  his  eternal 
purpose  which  he  accomplished  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord” 
(V.  11). 

Let  us  remember  God’s  purpose  as  stated  in  1 :10,  “to 
bring  all  things  in  heaven  a^  on  earth  together  under  one 
head,  even  Christ”  In  3:10-13  even  heavenly  beings  are 
seeing  the  wisdom  of  (Jod’s  “purpose  of  the  ages”  now 
accomplished  in  Christ  and  being  made  known  through  the 
church.  All  this  being  true,  we  can  approach  (3od  freely  and 
with  confidence.  Don’t  be  discouraged  because  of  my  suf¬ 
ferings,  Paul  said.  After  all,  you  may  have  to  face  some  suf¬ 
fering.  Don’t  get  scared  arxl  give  up.  His  grace  is  sufficient 
for  you,  too. 

Now  Paul  returns  to  his  thoughts  in  verse  1.  “For  this 
reason”  (w.  1, 14).  Completely  overwhelmed  with  what 
God  is  doing,  be  kneels  before  the  Father  with  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  a  prayer  of  intercession  for  you  (the 
church,  Jew  and  Gerttile,  people  of  all  races  who  are  in 
Christ)  to  be  able  to  grasp  the  fullness  of  Christ’s  love.  We 
normally  think  in  terms  of  three  dimensions  but  Paul  uses 
four  to  describe  Christ’s  love  because  it  is  so  far  superior  to 
anything  else.  Paul  prays  that  each  one  may  be  filled  with 
the  fullmss  of  God  and  again  prai.ses  him  who  is  able  to  do 
more  than  we  can  ask  or  even  imagine. 

Kolb  is  a  retired  missionary  living  in  Clinton. 


By  Rstfa  Alea 
Genesis  3-4 


A  snake  trainer  brought  from  die  jun^es  of  South  Amer¬ 
ica  a  baby  boa  constiictOT.  He  made  a  pet  of  the  snake  and 
trained  it  to  do  many  interesting  dungs.  As  the  snake  grew, 
the  trainer  was  remaiedly  war^,  “That  snake  will  get  you 
y^!”  The  trainer  felt  he  had  perfect  control  over  the  pet  and 
continued  ^ving  exhibitions  before  great  audiences.  One 
day  the  trainer  opened  die  cage  and  bad  his  pet  to  come 
fc^  for  the  usual  performance.  At  the  wora  of  its  master, 
the  boa  constrictor  slowly  coiled  its  huge  length  around  die 
man,  coil  after  coil,  until  two  heads  were  almost  together. 
Then  die  trainer  gave  the  command  to  uncoil  and  to  go  back 
to  the  cage.  However,  the  snake  was  in  an  angry  mo^ 
instead  of  uncoiling,  the  snake,  tighter^  itself  about  the 
h^dess  man,  ctusbed  every  bone  in  his  body.  He  had  trifled 
wim  d^er  once  too  often!  Likewise,  coundess  millions 
have  trifled  widi  sin  until  sin  has  finally  done  its  destructive 
work. 

In  the  begirmiog  Adam  atxl  Eve  trusted  the  word  of  a  .ser¬ 
pent  Satan  to  grant  the  desires  of  their  hearts.  Eve  was 
approached  fiik  by  Satan  to  eat  from  the  tree  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  good  and  evil.  Eve  succumbed  to  the  temptation  and 
then  gave  the  fruit  to  Adam  who  willingly  joined  Eve  in 
choosing  to  disobey  God.  Their  actions  set  in  motion  the 
pattern  for  sin  in  the  lives  of  all  people.  Each  person  must 
make  the  choice  either  to  serve  God  or  to  serve  sin  and 
Satan.  Consequendy,  each  one  must  be  alert  to  recognize 
the  dangers  of  sin  atid  to  realize  bow  sin  mars  the  design 
which  God  planned  for  our  lives. 

W.T.  Conner,  in  his  book,  Christian  Doctrines,  summa¬ 
rizes  the  results  of  sin.  The  scripture  passage  duoniding  the 
actions  of  Adam  and  Eve  vividly  substantiates  these  five 
results. 

Sin  alienates  the  sinner  firom  the  blessings  of  God 
(3:23).  Adam  and  Eve,  being  placed  in  a  perfect  environ- 
meiu,  enjoyed  a  perfect  telationsh^  with  God  aixl  had  the 
prosped  of  sustaining  this  perfect  relationship  fmever. 
However,  they  lost  t^  idyUic  situation  because  they  chose 
to  sin  radier  than  to  obey  God.  Disobedience  always  severs 
the  relationship  and  ftafeits  blessings  of  God. 

Sin  degrades  the  sinner  (3:7-8).  Adam  and  Eve 
responded  to  God’s  call  to  meet  fOT  fellowship  by  hiding  to 
cover  their  nakedness.  Sin  always  has  a  built-in  price  tag. 
The  sinner  is  exacted  in  degradation,  and  the  ravages  of  sin 
become  apparent.  The  outward  arrogance  of  the  sinner  may 
belie  the  feeling  of  filthioess  and  degradation,  but  it  always 
takes  its  toll  in  the  end.  Sin  is  rriteUion  against  God  and  is 
devdd  of  the  elated  feelings  which  accompany  obedience. 

Sin  disrupts  the  social  order  (3:6).  Adam  and  Eve 
viewed  the  “tree  of  foe  knowledge  of  good  and  evil”  as 
good  for  food  and  a  delight  to  foe  eye.  They  yielded  to  the 
temptation  of  allurement  wifo  a  deceptive  consequence.  The 
disruption  of  the  social  (Hxler  began  with  the  first  two  off¬ 
springs  of  Adam  and  Eve.  The  fost  murder  was  committed 
by  against  his  brother  Abel.  Numbers  14: 18b  states 
that  “the  sins  of  the  fathers  will  be  visited  upon  the  third  arxl 
fourth  generations.”  Sin,  touching  children,  grandchildren, 
arxl  even  great-graixlchildren,  disrupts  foe  .social  order. 

Sin  produces  suffering  (3:16-19).  Eve  was  promised 
“multiple  pain  at  childbirth.”  Adam’s  toil  was  increased 
because  the  ground  was  cursed,  and  bread  was  produced  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Also,  at  death  man  was  consigned  to 
the  earth  frxrni  which  he  came.  All  suffering  is  not  the  result 
of  sin,  but  one  can  be  certain  that  if  one  sins  one  will  also 
suffer. 

Sin  produces  death  (3:23).  Adam  arxl  Eve  were  ban¬ 
ished  from  the  garden.  An  angel  with  flaming  sword  guard¬ 
ed  the  tree  of  life  to  prevent  Adam  and  Eve  from  living  for¬ 
ever  on  this  earth.  Sin  produces  both  physical  death  ar^ 
spiritual  death.  These  five  results  of  sin  definitely  occur 
when  people  sin  against  God.  One  mnst  always  be  on  guard 
for  signs  of  danger,  such  as  things  pleasing  to  the  eye.  pleas¬ 
ant  to  the  taste,  arxl  deceptive  in  promises. 

1  John  2:1  reads.  “My  little  children,  the.se  things  I  write 
unto  you,  that  you  .sin  not.  And  if  anyone  sins,  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father.  Je.sus  Christ,  the  righteous."  The 
Christian  should  pray  to  be  submissive  to  God’s  design  for 
living  arxl  to  recognize  the  danger  of  yielding  to  sin. 

Allen  lives  in  Jackson. 


Spouses  encouraged  to  build 
fiiendships  at  Fall  Festival 


sparse  but  enthusiastic  audience. 

Out  for  a  late  supper  —  after 
our  enormous  lunch,  I  had  to  force 
myself  to  be  prudent  with  a  bowl 
of  soup  and  part  of  Ellis’  irre¬ 
sistible  onion  rings.  To  bed  late 
again. 

Day  3:  Sunday  morning... 
even  earlier  than  yesterday.  Pack 
in  a  hurry  to  check  out  and  get  on 
the  road  after  our  workshops. 

This  morning,  we  have  chosen 
“Screamers  and  Scramblers."  TIh' 
brochure  says.  “...  Wild  :uk1  cra'/\ 
fun.  ..  Bring  your  courage,  and 
your  sense  of  humor  "  Just  the 
ticket,  though  mavbe  an  extra  cup 


BAPTISTS  JAILED  IN  SAUDI  ARABIA:  RIYADH,  Saudi  Ara-  The  Baptist  Record  was  invited 
bia  (BP)  —  Two  Bap^ts  and  six  other  Cbristiaiis  reportedly  remain  in  to  be  the  guest  of  the  Baptist  Sun- 
prison  in  Saudi  Arabia  after  being  arrested  Aug.  2o  for  conducting  a  School  Board  for  the  Fall  Fes- 

home  Bible  study.  The  Muslim  kingdom  forbids  Christian  meetings  —  tival  of  Marriage  held  at  the  New 
public  or  private.  All  eight  Christians  are  Phili{q>ine  contract  workers.  Orleans  Seminary  Sept.  16-18. 
Four  or  five  reportedly  were  released  and  are  being  watched  by  Saudi  Theme  for  this  year’s  festival  was 
Muslim  “religious  police.”  But  Joel  Cnnanan,  identified  as  the  group’s  “Hus^nds^  and  Wives:  The  Best 
leader,  and  at  least  two  others  remain  in  detention.  Cnnanan  reportedly  ^  Frien^."  The  following  article 
is  being  held  for  interrogation  in  solitary  confinement.  Cnnanan,  a  “  third  in  a  series  of  observations 
member  of  Magalang  Baptist  Church  in  the  Mount  Pinatubo  area  of  the  of  the  wee^nd  by  Record  su^er 
Philippines,  had  plans  to  study  for  the  pastorate  on  returning  to  his  Shannon  Simpson.  For  more  iifor- 
homelaiKl.  SentetKing  likely  will  come  during  tte  first  week  of  Octo-  tnotion  on  locations,  dates,  and 
her.  Christians  in  the  Philippines  are  praying  the  Saudi  Arabian  gov-  lodging,  call  the  Baptist  Sunday 
emment  will  reconsider  the  charges  against  the  Christians.  Religious  School  Board  at  (615)  251-2277; 
prisoners  in  Saudi  Arabia  —  especially  those  from  developing  nations  t}r  to  register ,  call  (615)  251- 
—  have  suffered  physical  and  psychological  torture,  according  to  2294. 

Christian  Solidarity  International  and  other  human  rights  groups.  Saudi 

Arabian  Muslims  who  convert  to  Christianity  can  face  death.  Saturday  afternoon.  We  have 

the  afternoon  free,  so  my  husband 

SWBTS  RECEIVES  INSURANCE  PROCEDES:  FORT  WORTH  Ellis  shows  me  some  of  his  old 
(BP)  —  Southwestern  Seminary  received  $239,000  Oct.  5  as  the  result  New  Orleans  haunts,  including 
of  a  life  insurance  policy  purchased  by  a  prominent  Fort  Worth  area  several  restaurants  where  he 
Baptist  and  community  leader.  Herman  J.  Smith’s  wife  Patsy  made  the  woiked  before  we  mamed. 
special  presentation  during  Southwestern’ s  chapel  service.  The  ®y  w®  work  our  way 

$293, 0(X)  check  was  from  a  life  insurance  policy  purchased  in  1989  by  Uptown,  we  are  hungry,  and  pull 
her  late  husband,  who  named  Southwestern  as  beneficiary.  He  died  ^  *0  have  a  sandwich  at  the  Blue- 
Aug.  15  at  the  age 064.  bird  Cafe  a  block  off  St.  Charles. 


bers  of  First  Church,  New  (jrleans, 
led  the  workshop,  “Tenderness  and 
Affection,”  at  the  Fall  Festival  of 
Marriage.  To  discover  how  to  meet 
your  spouse’s  need  for  affection, 
pay  attention  to  how  your  spouse 
shows  you  love,  they  said.  (BP 
photo  by  Terri  Lackey) 


of  coffee  beforehand  can’t  hurt. 

From  the  BSSB  book  by  the 
same  title,  Danny  and  Linda 
Downing  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  lead  as 
in  games  of  baby  ring  toss,  baby 
egg  toss,  balloon  race,  and  silly 
stories.  Downing  is  minister  of 
youth  and  activities  at  Spring  Hill 
Church,  Mobile. 


( to  be  CQntinued) 
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FDQMEGDQE  AR  lUOWQPZQEE  BDARUF  ZAFTUZS; 
NGF  DUSTFQAGEZQEE  PQXUHQDQFT  RDAY 
PQMFT. 

BDAHQDNE  FQZ:  FIA 
This  tveek' s  clue:  F  equals  T. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substttuted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solw  by  trial  and  error.  Attswer 
to  last  wed('s  puzzle:  Matthew  Five:  Sixteen. 
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